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B. KARTIKEYA

W elcome to yet another issue of Air & Sea Middle East.!
The Middle East aviation industry is seeing 

remarkable growth, with notable advancements being made across 
the board. The list is long: airlines are constantly adding new 
aircraft to their fleet; new airports are emerging; new routes are 
opening almost every day; and new employment possibilities are 
being generated regularly. But there are obstacles attached to any 
possibility.

This magazine’s inaugural edition got very much positive 
response from our beloved readers.

As a result of your kind words and undying affection. 
In order to provide you with more and more aviation news, 
interviews, and the most upto- date stuff, I am progressively 
moving forward. What’s more in this issue is our regular dosage 
of news in bits and pieces from what’s happening all around the 
globe in the world of aviation. Read it all and flip past the Defense 
& Military section.

Air & Sea Middle East Contributing Editor Dr (Hon) M R 
K Menon in conversation with Dr Anna Pagdiwalla, Principal, 
Mayoor Private School says” Embrace your curiosity and passion 
for the skies! The Aerospace industry beckons with endless 
possibilities. Aspiring aviators, engineers, and space explorers – 
your journey begins here. Dream big, work hard, and soar to new 
heights! Another Conversation with Mr. Alexandre Alves, Global 
COO & CCO - Airways Aviation Group feels 2024 is going to be 
a year of significant expansion, taking advantage of the work we 
did last year. We plan to open 5 new markets, in Europe, Africa 
and Asia. We are also preparing to expand our aircraft fleet to cope 
with some airline training contracts we are negotiating.

To end, as I always say. I hold each and one of my readers 
close to my heart. Without you, this journey would never have 
been possible, and I can’t thank you enough. Till you hear from 
me in the next issue of our beloved magazine, I take your leave by 
saying ‘Kartikeya signing off’. Ciao…
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Etihad Aviation Group, Emirati Talent  
Competitiveness Council expand collaboration

Etihad Aviation Group and the Emirati Talent Competitiveness Council (ETCC) 
have expanded their collaboration to offer diverse training opportunities 
within Etihad Airways for Emiratis aspiring to join the aviation industry. The 
agreement was signed by Mohamed Ali Al Shorafa Al Hammadi, Chairman 
of Etihad Airways, and Ghannam Buti Al Mazrouei, Secretary-General of the 
Emirati Talent Competitiveness Council.

This initiative is integral to an expanded collaboration with the 
Emirati Talent Competitiveness Council. In October 2022, Etihad rolled out 
the “Bedayati” programme and welcomed new graduates to a training 
programme lasting up to a year to guide them in taking their initial 
strides towards a promising career. The programme offers hands-on and 
comprehensive work experience under the guidance of experts across 
diverse aviation fields. Since October 2022, 13 Emirati graduates have 
undergone training in various departments at Etihad Airways, with job 
opportunities extended to several candidates.

Al Hammadi said, “Expanding our partnership with the Emirati Talent 
Competitiveness Council underscores our dedication to empowering 
Emirati youth and contributing to the nation’s economic goals. This 
commitment aligns seamlessly with the vision of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
to strengthen the aviation sector.” He added, “Through this initiative, we will 
provide training opportunities for Emirati youth, enabling them to achieve 
high levels of expertise in the aviation industry. We are committed to 
providing an effective learning environment and distinctive development 
opportunities that contribute to building a promising future for Emirati 
talents in this vital sector.”

The new agreement aims to enhance collaboration between the two 
entities, offering specialised training prospects for Emiratis associated with 
the “NAFIS” programme at Etihad Airways. This will concentrate on training 
UAE nationals and enhancing their expertise in specialised domains, 
leading to professional and technical certifications. Etihad will deliver 
hands-on training, operational workshops, and skill development sessions, 
allowing participants to obtain professional certificates in the aviation 
sector annually. Al Mazrouei stated, “Under the guidance of His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Chairman of the Presidential Court and ETCC’s Chairman, the Council aims 
to create more training opportunities in various private sectors. As a key 
economic player, the aviation sector requires specialised training and the 
development of professional skills to enable UAE nationals to fill specialised 
jobs.”

He added that the MoU will empower Emirati professionals in the 
aviation sector, solidify the existing partnership and underscore a joint 
commitment to creating additional opportunities for empowerment, skill 
refinement, and enhancing Emirati talent competencies within this pivotal 
sector.

Flynas, the national air carrier and the leading 
low-cost airline in the world and the Middle East, 
has celebrated the inauguration of its first direct 
flight between Jeddah and Brussels, becoming 
the first Saudi carrier to connect Saudi Arabia 
and Belgium.

The new route, established in collaboration 
with the Saudi Air Connectivity Program (ACP), 
aligns with flynas’ expansion strategy launched 
early last year under the slogan “We Connect the 
World to the Kingdom.”

Increased European-Saudi connectivity 
falls within the objectives set by the Kingdom’s 
National Aviation Strategy, which aims to 
accommodate 330 million passengers and host 
100 million tourists by 2030.

his moves the Kingdom towards its 
goal to become a global travel and tourism 
hub, connecting more than 250 international 
destinations by 2030. It also furthers the goals 
of the Pilgrim Experience Program, aimed at 
continually improving access to the Two Holy 
Mosques.

The inauguration ceremony took place on 
December 2nd at King Abdulaziz International 
Airport in Jeddah. It was attended by the 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Pascal Gregoire, as well 
as representatives from flynas, ACP, and Jeddah 
Airports Company (JEDCO).

The General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) 
signed two memorandums of understanding 
(MoUs) to strengthen and reinforce cooperation 
in the field of air transportation with Brazil 
and Switzerland, on the sidelines of the UAE 
delegation’s participation in the fifteenth ICAO 
Air Services Negotiation (ICAN2023), hosted by 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh.
The GCAA also held bilateral meetings with 
officials from civil aviation authorities in Russia, 
Jordan, and Lebanon, during which the prospects 
for bilateral cooperation and opportunities 
for its development towards more open and 
advanced levels were discussed.
Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, Director General of 
the GCAA said that the UAE is keen to develop 
and strengthen cooperation frameworks in 
the field of air transportation with various 
countries around the world, in a way that 
enhances bridges of communication with 

the international community and creates 
new commercial, investment, and tourism 
opportunities.
Al Suwaidi added that the The ICAN conference 
represents an ideal platform for discussing, 
communicating, and forging partnerships with 
various countries around the world, and the UAE 
always strives to be present and participate 
therein.

FLYNAS BEGINS FIRST DIRECT FLIGHT BETWEEN 
JEDDAH AND BRUSSELS

UAE General Civil Aviation Authority signs cooperation 
agreements with Brazil, Switzerland
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JAZEERA AIRWAYS INTRODUCES DISCOUNT 
INITIATIVE FOR FREQUENT FLYERS

Jazeera Airways, Kuwait’s leading low-cost carrier, has launched a new 
membership club for regular flyers – Jazeera Savers – that will enable them 
to access a range of discounts and benefits.

Under the programme, members will be entitled to:
■ 10% discount on the base fare of tickets 
■ Free preferred seat selection 
■ Free early check-in and baggage drop 
■ Exclusive members check-in desk in Kuwait 
■ 50% off 10 kg extra baggage rates 
■ 20% off pre-flight online Onboard Shop & J Café (excluding Duty Free)

The membership is offered in four categories, making 
it suitable for all types of flyers:
■ Single – for solo travellers 
■ Duo – for two people travelling together 
■ Family – for up to five people in a family group 
■ Family Plus – for up to eight people in a family group 
■ The Airline said that the ‘Family’ category works well for smaller families, 
■ while ‘Family Plus’ caters especially to extended families and domestic 
workers travelling together.

Annual rates are KD 35 for Single memberships, KD 55 for Duo 
memberships, KD 99 for a family of five and KD 129 for a family of up to 
eight. These are special introductory rates.

Explaining the programme, the airline said: By signing up for a 
membership, passengers will benefit from significant cost savings on 
each trip. For example, a couple travelling to Dubai in December during the 
peak holiday season, would normally pay around KD 256 for return tickets, 
preferred seat selection, early check-in, 10 kg excess baggage and a pre-
ordered meal from J Café. With a Duo membership, the couple would only 
pay KD 164 – a cost saving of almost 36% in just one trip. Similarly, a family 
of five travelling twice a year could save over KD 350 a year.

BAHRAIN International Travel is thrilled to 
announce the eagerly awaited return of Ethiopian 
Airlines to Bahrain. After meticulous planning 
and collaborative efforts between Bahrain 
International Travel and Ethiopian Airlines, 
flight operations are set to recommence. This 
long-awaited return signifies a significant leap 
forward in bolstering international connectivity, 
offering travellers convenient access to the 
vibrant city of Addis Ababa and beyond.

Ethiopian Airlines area manager Redi 
Yesuf Muktar expressed his excitement about 
reinstating the air link between Bahrain and 
Addis Ababa. Mr Muktar

“This exciting development signifies 
a significant leap forward in enhancing 
international connectivity and provides 
travellers with a convenient gateway to 
numerous African destinations and beyond,”.

He emphasised the escalating demand for 
travel between the two countries and highlighted 
the extensive network of destinations offered by 
Ethiopian Airlines. He also stressed the potential 

economic and trade benefits of this revived 
service, alongside the opportunities it presents 
for tourism and business growth.

It’s crucial to acknowledge the concerted 
efforts and partnership between Bahrain 
International Travel and Ethiopian Airlines that 
led to the return of Ethiopian Airlines to Bahrain. 
This initiative not only reaffirms Ethiopian 
Airlines’ dedication to the regional industry but 
also strengthens the enduring bonds between 
Bahrain and Ethiopia.

Air Arabia Abu Dhabi, the capital’s first low-
cost carrier, has announced the launch of 
its inaugural flight to the Bandaranaike 
International Airport in Colombo. The airline will 
connect Abu Dhabi to the Lankan capital with 
three flights a week - on Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Sundays.

The Abu Dhabi airline continues to enhance 
global connectivity to and from the capital of 
the UAE, serving a total of 28 destinations with 
a fleet of 10 Airbus A320 aircraft directly from 
Terminal A at Abu Dhabi International Airport.

Group CEO Adel Al Ali said: “We are happy 
to announce the commencement of our flights 
from Abu Dhabi to Colombo. We recently 
relocated our Abu Dhabi operations to Terminal 
A, a state-of-the-art new facility at Abu Dhabi 
International Airport, and this launch further 
demonstrates our commitment to delivering 
smooth travel experiences for passengers and 
contributing to the growth of the travel and 

tourism sectors in both countries.”
“Passengers can enjoy a variety of snacks 

and meals from ‘SkyCafe’ at affordable prices 
in addition to a free in-flight streaming service 
‘SkyTime’, that allows passengers to enjoy 
watching a wide selection of entertainment 
directly on their personal devices. Passengers 
can additionally earn, transfer, and spend points 
through the carriers’ innovative and generous 
loyalty program ‘Air Rewards’,” he added.

On the announcement, Maureen 
Bannerman, Chief Commercial Officer at Abu 
Dhabi Airports said: “We are pleased to join our 
partners, Air Arabia Abu Dhabi, in announcing 
this new route that will connect Abu Dhabi to Sri 
Lanka’s vibrant capital Colombo.”

“This is a new destination for Air Arabia 
Abu Dhabi and stands as testament to the 
airline’s continued growth providing more 
destinations to travel to and from Abu Dhabi,” 
he added.

ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES IS SET TO RESUME 
BAHRAIN SERVICES

Air Arabia Abu Dhabi launches debut flight to Colombo
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SHARJAH AIRPORT 
AUTHORITY 

LAUNCHES 2ND 
BATCH OF ‘PROMISING 

GENERATIONS’ 
INITIATIVE

Sharjah Airport Authority (SAA), in collaboration with Sharjah Research, 
Technology and Innovation Park (SRTI Park), launched the second batch 
of the “Promising Generations” initiative to foster innovation and devise 
creative solutions that support various operations at the Sharjah Airport.

The initiative is in line with the efforts of both parties to empower the 
younger generation and to advance and leverage their skills and creativity 
in creating sustainable solutions that address various challenges at the 
airport.

The goals of this initiative include enhancing partnerships, developing 
human resources through a creative and positive work environment, 
improving infrastructure and embracing technology to facilitate digital 
transformation.

Ali Salim Al Midfa, Chairman of Sharjah Airport Authority, said, “The 
Promising Generations initiative reflects Sharjah Airport Authority’s 
efforts in promoting innovation and sustainability across its operations. 
Additionally, it comes in line with our keenness to provide an environment 
conducive to encouraging and enabling young people to highlight their 
talents and continue providing opportunities that contribute to the 
development of their creativity and energy.”

He added, “We are pleased to collaborate with SRTI Park for this 
initiative, which is one of the most important outcomes of the authority’s 
hard work to launch social and national initiatives and contribute to the 
development of the society.”

Commenting on the collaboration, Hussain Al Mahmoudi, CEO 
of Sharjah Research Technology and Innovation Park, expressed his 
pleasure in the partnership, which has the potential to realise the vision 
and strategy of the Park that can be achieved by adopting the latest 
technological innovations. By supporting young talents and offering them 
comprehensive support and care, in line with programmes created by 
experts in a variety of technical sectors, the Park aims to upskill national 
human cadres. In addition, it curates applied programmes focusing on 
advanced technologies to develop a generation of trained talents capable 
of guiding various developments and leveraging innovative technologies 
in the region.

“Our vital role as an application and testing centre for all cutting-
edge science and technologies necessitates us to bolster our efforts to 
find innovative and novel technologies. In light of these efforts, we seek to 
become a regional hub for the development of futuristic technologies and 
establish an environment conducive to research and development that 
benefits local businesses, educational institutions and research centres 
alike,” Al Mahmoudi said.

RIYADH AIR SEALS CO-OPERATION 
DEAL WITH TURKISH AIRLINES

Turkish Airlines and Riyadh Air have signed a strategic MoU, aimed at providing 
an array of benefits for travellers journeying between the kingdom and Turkey, 
and destinations beyond Riyadh and Istanbul. This collaboration also lays the 
foundation for more partnerships. Passengers of both airlines will be able to take 
full advantage of each carrier’s worldwide network through a comprehensive 
interline and codeshare agreement that will allow them to seamlessly connect 
between, and combine, sectors operated by either Riyadh Air or Turkish Airlines.

Turkish Airlines Chief Investment & Technology Officer Levent Konukcu and 
Riyadh Air CEO, Tony Douglas, signed the agreement at a ceremony on the sidelines 
of the ICAO Air Services Negotiation Event (December 3-7) being held in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia.

The benefits will be available to passengers soon after Riyadh Air launches 
operations in mid-2025, and is subject to regulatory approvals by relevant 
authorities. The close cooperation will allow members of each carrier’s loyalty 
programme to earn points or credits when travelling on codeshare services 
operated by the other, with both airlines also exploring opportunities to develop a 
broader loyalty agreement covering both global networks.

In addition to offering a comprehensive range of guest benefits, the MoU also 
commits Riyadh Air and Turkish Airlines to work together to explore and implement 
broader synergies and efficiencies across the value chain, touching areas such as 
aviation related services, cargo and digital development.

Konukcu said: “We are happy to start our relationship with Riyadh Air, a 
promising new player in the aviation industry. This Memorandum of Understanding 
is more than a collaboration; it’s a bridge between Türkiye and Saudi Arabia, 
further strengthening our ties.

“It’s also an opportunity to expand our reach and offer our guests more 
choices and convenience. We believe this partnership will not only benefit our 
customers but also contribute significantly to the tourism and business sectors 
of both countries.”

Douglas said: “This agreement is another very significant step in the 
evolution of Riyadh Air as we partner with the world’s largest global airline by 
destinations served. Our close relationship will open up seamless connectivity via 
the global-leading hub at Istanbul Airport to some 130 destinations worldwide, 
especially within Türkiye, Europe and the Americas and accelerate our network 
footprint through the market-leading, guest-centric, digitally focused and like-
minded global airline brand that is Turkish Airlines.

“Bilateral agreements with established network airlines are extremely 
important to Riyadh Air and there are significant benefits to this partnership, 
our passengers can enjoy greater connectivity to the world and deeper access 
to Türkiye, while an increased flow in volumes of tourism, religious and business 
travel into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is anticipated.

	

AVIATION NEWS JAN-FEB 2024
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QATAR AIRWAYS RESUMES FLIGHTS TO YANBU, 
AIRLINE’S 8TH CONNECTION IN SAUDI ARABIA

Qatar Airways landed its first resumption flight 
at Yanbu, the airlines’ eighth connection in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The non-stop service 
will operate two weekly flights on Wednesday 
and Sunday. To mark the resumed operations, 
passengers onboard the aircraft received special 
menu cards with exclusive design that reflects the 
distinctiveness of the occasion.

Upon touchdown at Prince Abdul Mohsin bin 
Abdulaziz International Airport, water cannons 
saluted Qatar Airways flight QR1216 with showers 
of affection, signifying the renewed connection 
between Yanbu and Doha.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive Badr 
Mohammed al-Meer, said, “We are pleased to 
welcome Yanbu back into our extensive network, 
comprised now of eight Saudi cities. This 
highlights our commitment to increasing travel 
options for passengers in the Saudi market, which 
remains one of the key global markets for Qatar 
Airways.

“We look forward to connecting travellers to 
and from Yanbu to over 170 destinations across 
the globe, while offering them an unrivalled travel 
experience onboard our state-of-the-art aircraft 
and through our multiple award-winning hub, 
Hamad International Airport.”

Offering two weekly flights to Yanbu, the 
new route aims to facilitate both business and 

leisure travel, further reinforcing Qatar Airways’ 
dedication to connecting travellers from six 
continents to some of the most sought-after 
destinations across Saudi Arabia. The addition of 
Yanbu operations compliments the airlines’ over 
120 weekly flights to eight Saudi cities including 
Al Ula, Dammam, Gassim, Jeddah, Medina, Riyadh, 
and Taif, Yanbu.

Air France-KLM and Etihad Airways announce frequent flyer partnership
Air France-KLM Group and Etihad Airways 
announced a new partnership between their 
respective loyalty programmes following the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed 
between the two airline groups in September 2023.
As part of this new partnership, members of Flying 
Blue, Air France and KLM’s loyalty programme, and 
members of Etihad Guest, the loyalty programme 
of Etihad Airways, will now be able to earn and 
redeem miles in either loyalty programme when 
flying on Air France, KLM or Etihad. Reciprocal 
benefits for elite members will be announced soon.

Following the MoU signed earlier this year, Air 
France-KLM and Etihad Airways customers can now 
connect to – and therefore to earn and redeem 
miles for – more than 60 new routes covering 
destinations worldwide. The partnership went live 
on Monday, after Air France started operating from 
Paris Charles de Gaulle to Abu Dhabi International 
Airport last October.

Flying Blue Miles can be redeemed to 
enjoy a vast range of experiences, from flights, 
worldwide hotel stays, car rentals, or products 

from the Flying Blue Store. Etihad Guest Miles 
can be spent on flights, worldwide hotel stays 
and vacations, or products from the Etihad Guest 
Reward Shop. Air France currently operates daily 
flights between Paris – Charles de Gaulle and Abu 
Dhabi International Airport, while Etihad currently 
operates daily flights to both Paris-Charles de 
Gaulle and Amsterdam Schiphol from Abu Dhabi 
International Airport.

Angus Clarke, executive vice-president and 
chief commercial officer Air France-KLM, said: “I’m 
very happy to further develop our partnership 
with Etihad Airways. This 11-year collaboration 
is now expanding even further, as we aim to 

explore opportunities in loyalty, in addition to 
enhancing our route network for the benefit of 
our customers from all around the world. The 
attractiveness of Abu Dhabi as a destination and a 
hub, powered by Etihad’s large footprint spanning 
South and Southeast Asia, as well as Australia, 
brings significant richness to this partnership. 
This moment marks our shared commitment to 
providing seamless, premium, customer-centric 
travel experiences to our shared global customer 
base and our 20 million loyal Flying Blue members.”

Arik De, chief revenue officer at Etihad, said: 
“Following our expanded partnership with Air 
France-KLM signed in September, we’re pleased 
to bring to market this collaboration to benefit 
both of our airline’s loyal guests. Our nine million 
Etihad Guest Members will now have access to earn 
and redeem Etihad Guest Miles when flying with 
Air France-KLM giving even greater opportunities 
to enjoy the benefits of the programme. We look 
forward to welcoming Flying Blue members on to 
the expanding Etihad network to earn Flying Blue 
Miles as they choose to fly with Etihad.”

AVIATION NEWS JAN-FEB 2024
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Sharjah Airport Authority launches 2nd batch  
of ‘Promising Generations’ initiative

Sharjah Airport Authority (SAA), in collaboration with Sharjah Research, 
Technology and Innovation Park (SRTI Park), launched the second batch 
of the “Promising Generations” initiative to foster innovation and devise 
creative solutions that support various operations at the Sharjah Airport.

The initiative is in line with the efforts of both parties to empower the 
younger generation and to advance and leverage their skills and creativity 
in creating sustainable solutions that address various challenges at the 
airport.

The goals of this initiative include enhancing partnerships, developing 
human resources through a creative and positive work environment, 
improving infrastructure and embracing technology to facilitate digital 
transformation.

Ali Salim Al Midfa, Chairman of Sharjah Airport Authority, said, “The 
Promising Generations initiative reflects Sharjah Airport Authority’s 
efforts in promoting innovation and sustainability across its operations. 
Additionally, it comes in line with our keenness to provide an environment 
conducive to encouraging and enabling young people to highlight their 
talents and continue providing opportunities that contribute to the 
development of their creativity and energy.”

He added, “We are pleased to collaborate with SRTI Park for this 
initiative, which is one of the most important outcomes of the authority’s 
hard work to launch social and national initiatives and contribute to the 
development of the society.”

Commenting on the collaboration, Hussain Al Mahmoudi, CEO of 
Sharjah Research Technology and Innovation Park, expressed his pleasure 
in the partnership, which has the potential to realise the vision and strategy 
of the Park that can be achieved by adopting the latest technological 
innovations. By supporting young talents and offering them comprehensive 
support and care, in line with programmes created by experts in a variety 
of technical sectors, the Park aims to upskill national human cadres. In 
addition, it curates applied programmes focusing on advanced technologies 
to develop a generation of trained talents capable of guiding various 
developments and leveraging innovative technologies in the region.

“Our vital role as an application and testing centre for all cutting-
edge science and technologies necessitates us to bolster our efforts to 
find innovative and novel technologies. In light of these efforts, we seek 
to become a regional hub for the development of futuristic technologies 
and establish an environment conducive to research and development that 
benefits local businesses, educational institutions and research centres 
alike,” Al Mahmoudi said.

Qatar Airways has announced that it will 
continue to augment its growing network with 
increased flight frequencies, in time for the 
winter holiday season.

Passengers planning to relax on 
white-sand beaches or discover a vibrant 
new city will have more exciting options  
when booking their travels. Greater connectivity 
to Amsterdam, Bangkok, Barcelona,  
Belgrade and Miami, through the award-
winning Hamad International Airport is currently 
available for booking on www.qatarairways.

com.
Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive 

Officer, Engr. Badr Mohammed Al-Meer, said: 
“Qatar Airways is an airline that continually 
enhances its offerings to business and leisure 
travellers across the globe. The award-wining 
airline is proud to announce its expanded flight 
frequencies to its ever-growing network, and 
we look forward to seeing our passengers enjoy 
greater connectivity across the globe via our 
home hub, Hamad International Airport, starting 
this winter season.”

Etihad Airways announced it will start flying 
its A380 double-decker to New York JFK from 
22nd April 2024. The introduction of the A380 
marks a significant enhancement to Etihad’s 
capacity in the crucial US market, connecting to 
the broader GCC and Indian subcontinent. It will 
further attract an increased number of visitors 
to sample the attractions of the vibrant city of 
Abu Dhabi.
The A380 will operate on one of the two daily 
Etihad flights to New York. The other daily flight 
will be operated by a 787-9 featuring First, 
Business and Economy cabins. The US route 
becomes the second destination after London 
to enjoy the remarkable A380 experience since 
Etihad returned its superjumbo to the skies.
Antonoaldo Neves, Chief Executive Officer, 
Etihad Airways, said, “We’re thrilled to start 
flying our remarkable A380 across the Atlantic. 
Putting the A380 on the popular New York 

route makes sense as we satisfy customer 
demand for more capacity, further growing our 
expanding network. The fact that our new route 
to Boston, Etihad’s fourth US gateway, will open 
on 31 March, three weeks before our A380 starts 
flying to New York, underlines our ambitious 
growth plans.”

Qatar Airways to increase flight frequencies to 
multiple destinations for winter holiday season

ETIHAD AIRWAYS TO FLY ITS AIRBUS A380 TO NEW 
YORK IN APRIL 2024
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AIR ARABIA LAUNCHES NEW FLIGHTS TO PHUKET

Air Arabia announced the launch of a new route to the enchanting 
island of Phuket, Thailand, from Sharjah. The non-stop flights will connect 
Sharjah International Airport with Phuket International Airport with a 
frequency of four weekly flights starting from 15th December, providing 
travellers with more convenient options to explore one of the most famous 
destinations in Southeast Asia.

Adel Al Ali, Group Chief Executive Officer of Air Arabia, stated, “We are 
glad to introduce Phuket as the latest addition to our growing network, 
which will further expand our footprint in the Thai market. This new 
route reflects our commitment to providing our customers with diverse 
travel options, connecting them to marvellous destinations worldwide 
while continuously offering seamless connectivity, convenience, and an 
unparalleled air travel experience.”

DUBAI’S ENOC SIGNS SUSTAINABLE 
AVIATION FUEL DEAL WITH NESTE

Dubai-based  energy company  ENOC Group  has signed a MoU with 
Finnish  sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) producer  Neste  to explore the 
supply and purchase of the fuel  in the region.   ENOC said the agreement 
is the first milestone in its plan to supply blended SAF to all customers by 
2030, contributing to a reduction of carbon emissions by 80% compared to 
traditional aviation fuel.

THE Bahrain Airport Company (BAC), which 
operates and manages Bahrain International 
Airport (BIA), yesterday officially launched its 
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Scheme to mark 
the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 
which is held annually on December 3.

BIA becomes the second airport in the 
Middle East to implement the scheme aimed at 
enhancing the travel experience for individuals 
with hidden disabilities, ensuring their needs 
are recognised, understood, and supported 
throughout their journey.It is a globally 
recognised programme that uses a discreet 
sunflower symbol to identify passengers with 
non-visible disabilities.

By wearing the sunflower lanyard, 
individuals can indicate to airport staff that 
they may require additional assistance or 
have specific needs.The launch was held 
under the patronage of Supreme Council for 

Health (SCH) chairman Lieutenant General 
Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdulla Al Khalifa 
in collaboration with the SCH and the Health 
Ministry under the slogan of ‘We See You’.The 
event was attended by Gulf Air Group Holding 
chairman Zayed Alzayani and chief executive 
Jeffrey Goh, BAC chief executive Mohamed Al 
Binfalah, along with BIA strategic partners.

Wizz Air Abu Dhabi inaugurated its first flight 
from Abu Dhabi to Cairo’s Sphinx International 
Airport to serve travellers across the UAE, 
Egypt, and the region with affordable, hassle-
free, point-to-point travel with the new route. 
The flights between Cairo and Abu Dhabi are 
currently operating on Sundays, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, with fares starting 
from 199 AED.

Marketing and Communications Manager 
of Wizz Air Abu Dhabi, Micheal Nashed, said: “This 
launch enables ultra-low-cost travel between 
two must-see culturally rich destinations and 
reaffirms our commitment to supporting the 

aviation industry’s sustainable growth in Africa 
and the Middle East.”

Nashed added: “We look forward to 
sharing our love of adventure and seeing you 
on board soon for an affordable and exciting 
well-deserved vacation.”

From his side, the CEO of NSAS Group, Wizz 
Air’s GSA/GHA, Bahgat Ahmed, said: “Wizz Air is 
making strategic moves towards the Egyptian 
aviation market, the location of Sphinx airport 
makes it truly one of a kind, it’s right beside 
the pyramids and the awaited grand museum, 
making it a remarkable experience for visitors 
worldwide.”

Bahrain International Airport scheme for 
travellers with hidden disabilities

Wizz Air Abu Dhabi launches first flight to Egypt’s 
Sphinx international airport
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Kale to implement 
ACS for Istanbul 
Grand Airport
Kale Logistics Solution has been tasked to 
implement its airport cargo community system 
(ACS) for Istanbul Grand Airport (İGA), marking 
the first time that a Turkish airport will digitalise 
the cargo data exchange. The tech provider’s 
latest project, Airport Kargo Paydaş Platformu 

(KPP), is expected to 
drive electronic cargo 
data exchange in the 
local Turkish cargo 
community and will 
be implemented in 
collaboration with 
TroyNet.

İGA wants to 
become a top regional 
transfer hub for the 
world’s leading cargo 
companies, and the 
new ACS can help 
facilitate end-to-end 
digitalisation that can 
enhance efficiency 
and streamline 
procedures for 
stakeholders at 
Istanbul’s cargo 
precinct. The ACS 

platform will offer the airport community and 
its community involving agents, transporters, 
cargo handling companies, airlines, Customs, 
and security agencies access to all cargo-related 
information on one common platform.

“Istanbul is a critical air cargo connection 
point and we are determined to develop 
and expand our air cargo network – the 
implementation of KPP is an important milestone 
in providing best-in-class services to our 
customers and stakeholders,” said Selahattin 
Bilgen, deputy CEO of İGA.

“We want to take our place in the sector as 
one of the world’s most important global transfer 
centres and with this system, we will encourage 
digital trade, facilitate business, and establish a 
digital infrastructure to ensure that cargo moves 
faster at the least possible cost.”

As the air cargo industry gathers in Singapore at Air 
Cargo Southeast Asia, Emirates SkyCargo reflects on 
over 30 years of connecting to the region, developing 
trade flows and connecting manufacturers, traders 
and exporters with businesses all over the world.

“Markets in Southeast Asia were amongst the 
early additions to the Emirates network, back when we 
were a young airline, as we saw the opportunities to 
create reciprocal business opportunities for customers 
in the region with global economies. Since then, we’ve 
gone from strength to strength,” said  Ravishankar 
Mirle, Vice President Cargo Commercial, Emirates 
SkyCargo – Far East and Australasia.

He added: “The region is currently undergoing 
a renaissance, as global supply chains are poised for 
change with manufacturers, distributors and suppliers 
aiming to diversify their production hubs. Asia is well 
positioned with Vietnam, Thailand, the Philippines, 
and Malaysia offering manufacturing capability and 
attractive investment incentives. Conferences such as 
Air Cargo Southeast Asia are essential for the logistics 
ecosystem to connect, share insight and strengthen 
relationships to ensure a streamlined global supply 

chain.”
Emirates SkyCargo first began operations to 

Southeast Asia on June 17, 1990 with direct flights 
between Dubai and three destinations: Singapore, 
Bangkok and Manila. Over the next three decades, 
the airline steadily scaled operations, increasing 
capacity, gateways, and frequencies to better serve 
local and global customers and strengthening trade 
lanes between East and West. Now, in 2023, Emirates 
SkyCargo operates 5 freighters and 176 passenger 
planes into 11 destinations across the region every 
week. With over 140 destinations on its vast global 
network, Emirates SkyCargo facilitates the quick and 
efficient transportation of goods, supporting Asian 
businesses export  their goods to all corners of the 
world.

The world’s leading air cargo carrier, announced its 
latest product, Drive. Designed to transport various 
types of automobiles by air, Drive caters to the unique 
requirements of each vehicle - be it regular cars, 
vintage cars, premium or luxury models, new cars and 
sports cars. It underscores the carrier’s commitment 
to delivering meticulous solutions for both personal 
and commercial vehicles.

Miguel Rodriguez Moreno, Head of Cargo 
Products said, “Drive exemplifies our unwavering 
commitment to precision and customer centricity. 
With this product, we combine technical proficiency, 

experienced teams and charter solutions to offer 
a tailored experience for the transportation of 
automobiles. We take pride in our expert and 
dedicated teams who have been involved in 
transporting vehicles for several years including 
vehicles for many global racing events. Our rigorous 
and meticulously designed training ensures that our 
dedicated staff follow handling protocols diligently at 
every stage of the journey.”

Drive offers customers the ability to move 
different types of high value vehicles with engine 
and wheels in a safe and efficient manner, on the 
airline’s freighters and passenger flights to more 
than 160 belly-hold and over 70 freighter destinations 
as well as to those destinations that are not part of 
its scheduled services. The Drive product is equipped 
to offer full or part-charters catering to the airline 
customers’ requests, and ensuring that even the most 
unique and exclusive automobiles are transported 
with the utmost care. 

Emirates SkyCargo Celebrates over 30 Years of Connecting 
to Southeast Asia at Air Cargo Southeast Asia

Qatar Airways Cargo Drives Forward with the 
Launch of its latest product Drive
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E tihad Cargo, the cargo and logistics 
arm of Etihad Airways, has enhanced 
its cool chain capabilities in the US 

through the expansion of the carrier’s 
network with Worldwide Flight Services 
(WFS), a member of the SATS Group. 
Etihad Cargo’s customers will benefit 
from consistent end-to-end cargo 
services via the carrier’s PharmaLife and 
FreshForward products in addition to 
the cargo handling facilities and services 
offered by WFS at Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport (ORD), John F. 
Kennedy International Airport (JFK) and 
Washington Dulles International Airport 
(IAD).

Etihad Cargo recently expanded 
its network with WFS to incorporate all 
the carrier’s US stations. Before adding 
Chicago O’Hare International Airport, 
the carrier partnered with WFS in New 
York and Washington to ensure Etihad 
Cargo’s robust quality standards are 
maintained throughout the cargo’s 
entire journey. In both New York and 
Washington, WFS operates specialised 
facilities for the handling of perishables 
and pharmaceutical commodities.

At JFK, two cool rooms provide storage 
for perishables and pharmaceuticals 
requiring temperatures of between +2 
to +8 and +15 to +25 degrees Celsius. 
The JFK facility also features a ramp 
area located immediately behind the 
building and organised ULD storage 

area with a new racking system, making 
the handling of cargo more seamless. 
The WFS Washington facilities include 
a 60,000-square-foot warehouse and 
perishables, pharmaceuticals and live 
animals capabilities. In recent months, 
Etihad Cargo has increased volumes of its 
premium product range transported into 
and out of Washington.

Thomas Schürmann, Head of Cargo 
Operations & Delivery at Etihad Cargo, 
said: “Etihad Cargo and WFS have been 
partners for a number of years in the US, 
Europe and Asia, and the cargo handling 
services WFS provides align fully with 
Etihad Cargo’s commitment to providing 
world-leading, compliant cargo solutions 
at every stage of a cargo’s journey. 
Adherence to Etihad Cargo’s robust quality 
standards and the capacity to handle 

increased cargo volumes while ensuring 
consistent service levels contributed to 
Etihad Cargo’s decision to appoint WFS 
as the carrier’s cargo handling partner 
at Chicago O’Hare International Airport. 
WFS currently handles approximately 
110,000 tonnes of cargo on behalf of 
Etihad Cargo in the US annually, and this 
is anticipated to increase with the addition 
of Chicago to Etihad Cargo’s network with 
WFS and higher volumes of the carrier’s 
PharmaLife and FreshForward products 
being transported across Etihad Cargo’s 
global network.”

As the latest station to be added to 
Etihad Cargo’s network with WFS, the 
cargo handler’s facilities at Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport include a new state-
of-the-art on-airport facility and off-airport 
location. The new facility features a fully 
temperature-controlled warehouse with 
a Controlled Room Temperature (CRT) 
environment that maintains a constant 
temperature of between +15 to +25 
degrees Celsius in addition to a dedicated 
3000-square-metre +2 to +8 degrees 
Celsius cool room, which holds 120 skid 
and 10 ULD positions. The facility offers 
37 active container charging stations and 
export, import, dangerous goods and 
cooler staging areas.

ETIHAD CARGO ENHANCES US COOL CHAIN 
CAPABILITIES WITH WFS PARTNERSHIP

WFS, in keeping with SATS’ emphasis on providing added value for our airline and freight 
forwarder customers, is investing in the development of cool chain solutions to become a key 
industry partner for pharma and perishable shipments. We are proud to provide this premium 
solution for Etihad Cargo, and value the confidence they have placed in us by expanding our 
partnership in Chicago. Thanks to the unique global network we now have as part of the SATS 
Group, WFS can leverage the capabilities and expertise of our North American pharma facilities 
with those of our other pharma centres around the world 

Jose Canales, Senior Vice President, Commercial & Business Development, Americas, at WFS.

AIR CARGO JAN-FEB2024
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Saudia Cargo secures IATA’s 
CEIV Pharma certificate

Saudia Cargo, the leading air cargo carrier in Saudi Arabia, celebrates a 
significant accomplishment, receiving the esteemed Centre of Excellence 
for Independent Validators (CEIV) Pharma certification from the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA). This success demonstrates 
Saudia Cargo’s commitment to excellence and innovation in pharmaceutical 
transportation.

The IATA’s CEIV is a universally recognized standard within the 
industry. CEIV Pharma is designed to ensure that facilities, equipment, 
operations, and personnel meet the standards, regulations, and guidelines 
that pharmaceutical manufacturers require. The aim is to enhance industry 
knowledge and establish a consistent global standard.

IATA’s CEIV Pharma certification is a milestone highlighting Saudia 
Cargo’s unwavering commitment, with a team of certified experts, having 
successfully transported life-saving medicines and vaccines, solidifying 
its crucial role in global healthcare logistics. Saudia Cargo is dedicated to 
serving the expanding Middle East pharmaceutical market with top-notch 
products while prioritizing the safety and security of any cargo being 
transported and offering an effective path for all substantial products.

Teddy Zebitz, CEO of Saudia Cargo, stated, “We are proud to have 
obtained the CEIV Pharma accreditation. Since we’ve seen a significant 
increase in pharmaceutical shipments over the past four years, we’ve made 
the firm  commitment to facilitate the leasing of the best temperature-
controlled packaging options and unrivaled knowledge to guarantee secure 
and dependable pharmaceutical transportation in the rapidly expanding 
Middle East market. We’re focused on upholding the greatest levels of 
excellence, security, and safety in pharmaceutical logistics, highlighting our 
unique position in defending humanity with our offerings.”

According to Aymen Osilan, Executive Director at Saudia Cargo, 
“Receiving the certification is a testament to our dedication to excellence 
and commitment to providing top-notch services to our valued customers. 
Which demonstrates our ability to handle pharma shipments with utmost 
care, ensuring the integrity and quality of products”. Saudia Cargo was vital 
in aiding in the distribution of vaccinations and other necessities during 
and post-pandemic, working to uphold the highest standards of quality 
while doing so both domestically and internationally. Around a year ago, we 
started the certification process with IATA for CEIV Pharma, and now, after a 
year of laborious efforts, strengthening Saudia Cargo’s position as a trusted 
provider for spearheading air cargo solutions in the industry. Receiving the 
IATA CEIV Pharma accreditation is a testament to our team’s dedication to 
excellence and work ethics commitment to offering our clients and business 
partners the best possible services in pharmaceutical logistics.”

In recognition of World Post Day Qatar Airways Cargo is announced the relaunch of its Mail product. 
As part of the relaunch, the product offers a comprehensive suite of customisable services 
designed for both traditional and hybrid postal modes – Express Mail, Priority Mail, Standard Mail 
and Empty Mail Receptacles. The Mail product meets the stringent regulatory standards set by 
the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the Universal Postal Union (UPU).

One of the enhancements for the product includes 100% EDI (electronic data interchange) 
that is rolled out at over 110 stations, with all stations equipped with handheld android scanners. 
Traditionally serving one customer per origin based on their unique post office identification 
(IMPC) code, the carrier’s Mail product can now cater to the requirements of targeted agents 
across the network. This allows Qatar Airways Cargo to accept mail shipments from multiple 
customers from the same origin, regardless of the IMPC code used.

The award-winning cargo carrier also has specialised support teams in place with 
experience in mail allocations, pricing policies, sales and account management who ensure 
privacy, efficiency, safety, and security of all mail shipments. The carrier’s customers are also 
able to perform real-time tracking of their consignments right from the start until the end.

Miguel Rodriguez Moreno, Head of Cargo Products at Qatar Airways said, “Our unwavering 
commitment to innovation and excellence in airfreight services is at the heart of this new Mail 
product. With our extensive global network spanning over 160 destinations including more 
than 70 freighter destinations, our aim is to provide a comprehensive solution. We are also 
fully prepared to facilitate paper-free initiatives for Postal Authorities when electronic CN/CP 
documents are available. Combined with hassle-free billing and reconciliation through IATA PASS 
and PARIS, as well as swift ramp transfers in Doha, we are confident that our Mail product will 
deliver exceptional value to our customers.”

With a dedicated airmail facility in Doha, spanning an impressive 4,900 square metres 
and a staggering daily handling capacity of up to 500 tonnes, equivalent to 15,000 mailbags per 
day, Qatar Airways Cargo offers its customers state-of-the-art technology, advanced tracking 
solutions, and EDI capabilities deployed at over 110 stations, each equipped with handheld 
Android scanners. These advancements allow the carrier to seamlessly share Response to 
Documents International Transport advice  (RESDITs) for critical milestones during a mailbag’s 
journey. The facility is also equipped with inhouse screening facility, advanced X-ray scanners, 
Explosive Detection Dog (EDD) and Explosive Trace Detection (ETD) capabilities.

Qatar Airways Cargo Relaunches its 
Mail solution in time for World Post Day

AIR CARGO JAN-FEB2024
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Kuehne+Nagel and SATS Ltd (“SATS“) recently signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enter 
into a strategic collaboration to drive value chain 
improvements and sustainability efforts within the air 
logistics industry.

Together, the two companies have initially 
collaborated on several successful Proofs of Concept to 
optimise ground handling for e-commerce shipments, 
air charter hub and spoke operations, as well as to 
improve shipment visibility and cargo processing 
speeds for time-critical shipments. The aim of the 
collaboration between Kuehne+Nagel and SATS, which 
acquired Worldwide Flight Services (WFS) in April 2023, 
the world’s largest air cargo logistics provider, is to 
co-develop and implement solutions for customers 
throughout Asia, Europe and North America. The first 
Proofs of Concept have produced encouraging results, 
demonstrating time savings and reducing touchpoints 
for Kuehne+Nagel shipments at SATS’ airside facilities.

Yngve Ruud, Member of the Management 

Board of Kuehne+Nagel responsible for Air Logistics 
commented “Collaboration is at the heart of what we 
do at Kuehne+Nagel and we are very excited to partner 
with SATS. By leveraging our combined expertise and 
global footprints we improve our service offering and 
continue to create value for customers around the 
world.”

“We are always looking at ways to bring extra 

value to our customers to serve them better, and to 
benefit from the new opportunities our growing global 
network offers. Kuehne+Nagel shares this progressive 
approach and this is why our companies are moving 
from a conventional customer-vendor relationship 
to a strategic collaboration to drive improvements 
and efficiencies in the supply chain” said Kerry Mok, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of SATS.

KUEHNE+NAGEL AND SATS ENTER STRATEGIC COLLABORATION TO DRIVE VALUE 
CHAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR AIR LOGISTICS CUSTOMERS

FINNAIR CARGO MOVES TOWARDS SELF-SUFFICIENT 
ENERGY PRODUCTION

Finnair Cargo installs an additional 1,790 solar panels to 
the roof of its COOL Nordic Cargo Hub at Helsinki Airport. 
Finnair Cargo moving towards fully self-sustainable 
energy production in November – just in time to 
celebrate Finnair’s 100th birthday.

Finnair Cargo has installed an additional 1,790 
solar panels to the roof of its COOL Nordic Cargo Hub at 
Helsinki Airport in Finland. These join the 1,200 panels 
installed when the terminal was originally constructed 
and provide enough energy on sunny days to sustain 
the cargo space in full and feed surplus energy to other 
Finnair facilities.

“With this addition, the COOL Nordic Cargo Hub 
will be the third largest solar panel energy production 
unit in Finland. At the maximum level, the solar power 
station can produce over 1.1 MW peaks, more than 
tripling our production”, says  Gabriela Hiitola, SVP, 
Finnair Cargo.

After the COOL solar park upgrade, solar panels 
produce the equivalent of 37 percent of annual COOL 
electricity consumption, the release said. “On a sunny 

day, the COOL terminal is completely self-sufficient 
in terms of electricity production and the excess 
production will be fed to other Finnair facilities.”

Finnair is also installing 645 solar panels 
on the roof of a hangar building used for aircraft 

maintenance. “It is clear that the aviation industry is 
still waiting for those big solutions to reduce flight 
emissions. However, in the meantime, we keep on 
working towards more sustainable operations in all 
areas”, says Hiitola.

AIR CARGO JAN-FEB2024
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GKN Aerospace in Malaysia has signed 
an agreement with DHL Express 
to enable the use of sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF) through DHL’s 
GoGreen Plus service. The partnership 
is set to cut the carbon emissions 
of international shipments by 30 
percent for GKN Aerospace’s engine 
repair facility in Johor. Launched 
this year, DHL Express’s GoGreen 
Plus allows customers to effectively 
mitigate the environmental footprint 
of their supply chains through carbon 
insetting. The amount of SAF chosen 
is then blended with conventional 
jet fuel at the point of air transport to 
lower the release of CO2e and other 
greenhouse gases. SAF is currently 
the only scalable measure, given its 
unparalleled capacity for long-range 
flights.

The announcement today 
supports the delivery of Scope 
3 reductions in line with GKN 
Aerospace’s commitment to the 
Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi).

“We are delighted to collaborate 
with GKN Aerospace in Malaysia as we 
seek to decarbonize carbonintensive 
sectors like aviation,” said Julian 
Neo, Managing Director of DHL 
Express Malaysia and Brunei. “SAF 
aptly addresses this challenge and 
it produces climate benefits in the 
immediate near term. As the world’s 
leading logistics provider, we are 
working at pace to promote SAF 
accessibility and affordability to help 
our customers realize their net-zero 

ambitions.”
GKN Aerospace’s Johor facility is 

a key resource for the maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul (MRO) of aircraft 
engine parts in Asia Pacific. According 
to Aviation Week’s 2023 Commercial 
Fleet and MRO Forecast, the region 
is projected to have the highest 
demand globally at 33 percent. SAF 
is therefore crucial to alleviating the 
environmental impact of this robust 
sector growth. GoGreen Plus is made 
possible following two of the largest 
SAF deals with bp and Neste in 2022 
to supply over 800 million liters to the 
DHL Express network. The strategic 

collaborations are expected to save 
approximately two million tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions over the 
aviation fuel lifecycle— equivalent to 
the annual greenhouse gas emissions 
of 400,000 passenger cars.

SAF is produced from sustainably 
sourced renewable waste and residue 
raw materials. In neat form and over the 
lifecycle, it significantly cuts emissions 
by up to 80 percent compared to 
conventional jet fuel. An independent 
third-party agency, Société Générale 
de Surveillance, verifies the reductions, 
which can be counted towards Scope 
3 and Science Based Targets (SBTi).

GKN AEROSPACE SIGNS SAF  
AGREEMENT WITH DHL EXPRESS

It is GKN Aerospace’s mission to be the most trusted and sustainable partner in the sky,” said Derrick Cullen, 
Chief Manufacturing Engineer at GKN Aerospace. “The adoption of SAF for our logistics needs in Malaysia 
represents a step in the right direction for sustainable aviation. Through DHL Express’s GoGreen Plus, we 
can demonstrate the viability of alternative fuel solutions and further encourage the market to scale.

AIR CARGO JAN-FEB2024
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Thai Airways has renewed its contract with CHAMP’s 
Traxon cargoHUB in a bid to continue streamlining its 
processes and support operational growth. The airline 
said Traxon cargoHUB aligns with its high standards 
of service and enables improved supply chain quality 
and completeness whilst remaining up to date with 
the latest industry requirements. 

Thai Airways benefits from being part of the 
largest air cargo community, with digital access to 
more than 4,000 freight forwarders and stakeholders 

throughout the supply chain,  via a single system 
regardless of data format or protocol. 

“With CHAMP’s solutions supporting us, we 
can offer an effective, efficient and reliable data 
exchange,” said Mr. Chirachet Chanawiset, commercial 
head of cargo and mail at Thai Airways. 

“As we continue our partnership, we look 
forward to seeing more of these benefits in our daily 
operations as the company continues to grow and 
evolve.”

THAI AIRWAYS BOOSTS EFFICIENCY AND QUALITY WITH 
RENEWED TRAXON CARGOHUB CONTRACT

ATLAS AIR WORLDWIDE ANNOUNCES NEW CORPORATE 
HEADQUARTERS IN WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK

Atlas Air Worldwide a leading global provider of 
outsourced aircraft and aviation operating services 
announced that its new corporate headquarters 
will be located in White Plains, New York, signifying 
the Company’s ongoing commitment to operations 
within New York State.

Atlas commits to retaining 400 existing, full-
time permanent jobs in New York at its newly-
leased 60,000 square foot space in White Plains, 
New York, where the Company is investing $4 
million in tenant improvements, including new 
equipment, IT, and security. The Company expects 
to move from its current headquarters in Purchase, 
New York in January 2024. In exchange for retaining 
400 full time jobs over a period of five years and $4 
million in investment, Empire State Development 
has awarded Atlas a $2 million capital grant.

“Atlas is excited to continue our ties to New 
York, which is an important part of our global 
network as we support our customers around the 
world,” said Michael Steen, Chief Executive Officer, 
Atlas Air Worldwide. “Continuing our presence in New 
York guarantees our access to the top talent critical 
to our operations. New York has served Atlas and 
our employees well as we’ve grown into one of the 
largest cargo carriers in the world. We are thankful 
to Senator Schumer and Empire State Development 
for working with us through this process and for 
their commitment to our relationship.”

“White Plains get ready for takeoff—because 

Atlas Air Worldwide’s new corporate headquarters 
is landing right here,” said Senator Schumer. “I am 
pleased that Atlas will continue operation of its 
headquarters here in New York, which will create 
good paying local jobs and boost the economy. Atlas’ 
ongoing commitment to the Hudson Valley will help 
our region continue to soar as home to one of the 
largest cargo carriers in the world.”

Empire State Development President, CEO 
and Commissioner Hope Knight said, “Atlas Air 

has a long history of job creation and economic  
growth in this state and we are pleased to support 
their transition to White Plains and more importantly, 
their continued commitment to New York.  We look 
forward to continued growth and investment into the 
Mid-Hudson Region well into the future.”

Atlas has maintained headquarters in New 
York since 2000. Additionally, the Company employs 
265 people based at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport (JFK) in Queens, New York.

AIR CARGO JAN-FEB2024
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CargoAi, a global leader in airfreight 
technology solutions, is proud to 
announce a significant leap forward in 
the evolution of its services. We introduce 
CargoCoPilot, a groundbreaking feature 
seamlessly integrated into our flagship 
platform,  CargoMART. This innovative 
solution harnesses the power of 
artificial intelligence to enhance the 
efficiency of CargoMART forwarder 
and airline/GSA users, reaffirming our 
commitment to accelerating every 
stage of the airfreight procurement 
process with greater efficiency and 
visibility.

CargoCoPilot represents a 
remarkable stride in our mission to 
“drive every stage of the airfreight 
procurement process with greater 
efficiency and visibility.” Leveraging 
Large Language Models (LLMs), a type 
of artificial intelligence (AI) algorithm 
that uses deep learning techniques 
and vast data sets to understand, 
summarize, predict, and generate 
content, CargoCoPilot offers real-time 
intelligent assistance, enabling users to 
enhance their efficiency, productivity 
and skills.

With CargoCoPilot, forwarder 
users can expect an array of powerful 
features designed to streamline their 
operations:

Outlook Integration:  The new 
Outlook plugin permits users to 
effortlessly read and search airline rates 
straight from their emails. This feature 
captures the ease-of-use that CargoAi 
continuously aims to provide its clients.

Customised Analytics:  Forwarders 
can now access deeper insights and 
data analytics within and around 
the CargoMART platform. This 
augmentation empowers businesses 
with information that can guide crucial 
decisions and optimize operations. 

Customized analytics insights are also 
sent to the freight forwarders users 
every 2 weeks to support them make 
better procurement decision.

Available also on  CargoMART 
Airline  our CargoCoPilot helps Airlines 
and GSA get customized insights to 
reply to Spot Quote requests.

CargoCoPilot has been available to 
Forwarders and Airline CargoMART Pro 
users since early October. Additionally, 
it can also be accessed via API on 
Cargo CONNECT, providing even more 
accessibility to our innovative solution.

Maturity Meets Innovation: 
Seamless Single Sign-On (SSO) 
Integration and ISO 27001 Certification

In response to feedback from our 
esteemed clients, CargoAi has also 
introduced a seamless Single Sign-
On (SSO) integration. This sought-
after feature will further enhance user 
experience by allowing clients to access 

all CargoAi services with a single set of 
credentials, eliminating the need for 
multiple logins and providing a unified 
experience.

CargoAi is proud to announce 
that we have obtained  ISO 
27001  certification in August 2023. 
This achievement underscores our 
unwavering commitment to data 
security and compliance. ISO 27001 
certification validates our dedication to 
safeguarding the sensitive information 
of our clients, ensuring that their data 
remains confidential and protected at 
all times. These recent developments 
demonstrate CargoAi’s unique position 
in the industry. As a trusted leader with 
a mature and established presence, we 
continue to set new industry standards 
through innovation, ensuring that our 
clients benefit from the advantages 
of our experience and trailblazing 
innovations.

PIONEERING THE FUTURE OF AIRFREIGHT 
WITH LAUNCH OF CARGOCOPILOT

https://www.cargoai.co/products/cargomart/
https://app.sprinto.com/trust-center/view/a8e9e1af-a8ab-43ba-8bd4-9f7c074185b3
https://app.sprinto.com/trust-center/view/a8e9e1af-a8ab-43ba-8bd4-9f7c074185b3
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Atlas Air Takes 
Delivery of New 
Boeing 777 
Freighter

Atlas Air, Inc., a subsidiary of Atlas Air Worldwide 
Holdings, Inc announced it has taken delivery 
of a Boeing 777 Freighter, which it will operate 
on behalf of its customer MSC Mediterranean 
Shipping Company SA,  as part of a previously 
announced long-term ACMI (aircraft, crew, 
maintenance, insurance) agreement.

This is the third of four Boeing 777 Freighters 
that Atlas Air will operate for MSC, which will 
complement the existing weekly service and 
add an additional route from Hong Kong (HKG) 
to Dallas/Fort worth (DFW).  The fourth aircraft is 
expected to be delivered later this year.

“The delivery of this new 777 Freighter is a 
proud moment for Atlas and testament to our 
long-term strategic partnership with MSC,” said 
Richard Broekman, Chief Commercial Officer and 
Head of Sustainability, Atlas Air Worldwide. “We 
are proud to support the ongoing expansion of 
MSC’s air cargo solution by providing additional 
speed, flexibility and reliability to their existing 
network. We look forward to this third 777 
Freighter entering into service for MSC, and will 
welcome the arrival of the fourth later this year.”

“This latest 777 Freighter delivery accounts 
for a strategic addition to our MSC Air Cargo 
fleet, enabling us to address the market’s 
constantly changing demands and reinforcing 
our commitment to enhancing trade connections 
for our clients. We are driven by innovation and 
bound to keeping up with digital transformation 
while offering air freight of top-quality services 
worldwide,” said Jannie Davel, Senior Vice 
President, Air Cargo, MSC.

Ras Al Khaimah-based Vaayu Group has signed an 
agreement to be a strategic investor in New Delhi-
based Pradhaan Air Express. The agreement was 
announced on the sidelines of the Dubai Airshow 2023. 
It not only opens up business opportunities in the 
Middle East for Pradhaan Air Express, the agreement 
has revealed Vaayu’s commitment in reinforcing the 
business, says an official release from Vaayu. “The 
world’s first A320P2F aircraft, which is operated by 
Pradhaan Air Express, is on show at the Dubai Airshow. 
Pradhaan leased this aircraft from Vaayu last year, and 
has been in commercial service since October 2022.” 

Emad Al Monayea, Chairman and President, 
Vaayu Group says: “Vaayu’s vision is to become a 
significant player in the air cargo space in the years 
to come. This move with Pradhaan is quite strategic 
considering the opportunities it presents between 
the two regions. We are quite hopeful that we are 
flying in the right direction.” Vaayu plans to expand 
its footprint in the air cargo space with the addition 
of two more A320P2Fs by 2024, which will enhance 
capacity and improve its network, the release added.

Nipun Anand, Founder and CEO, Pradhaan Air 

Express says: “We are pleased with the fact that 
Vaayu has joined us since they bring with them a 
great record in the aviation sector. Their invaluable 
expertise and their single-minded plans to increase 
cargo capacity bodes well for us. The Airbus range of 
freighter aircraft is impressive and will add immense 
value to Pradhaan’s plans.” Pradhaan Air Express plans 
to add two aircraft every year starting from 2024, the 
release added.

DHL Express, the world’s leading international express 
service provider, has launched its state-of-the-art, 
expanded Central Asia Hub (CAH) in Hong Kong, amid 
fast-growing global trade in recent years. To date, the 
total investment for CAH has reached EUR 562 million 
since its establishment in 2004. This emphasizes 
DHL’s firm belief in the growth opportunities in Asia 
Pacific, and commitment to developing Hong Kong as 
an international aviation hub.

Commitment to facilitate trade growth between 
Asia and the rest of the world

“We believe that global trade matters, and it’s 
here to stay. We have invested more than EUR1.8 
billion into our three global hubs, demonstrating 
our commitment to support our customers’ growth 
as they expand globally,” said  John Pearson, CEO, 
DHL Express. “CAH is important to our customers 
in Asia and globally, as it handles close to 20% of 
DHL Express global shipment volume. While global 
trade is normalizing following a pandemic boom, 
our investments today will improve our global and 
regional network, putting us in an excellent place 
when global trade recovers.”

“Asia is home to some of the fastest growing 

markets in the world. Since it was established in 
2004, we have seen a continued increase in air cargo 
demand driven by trade between Asia and other 
regions, and cross-border e-commerce. Even as global 
trade normalizes after the pandemic, we have seen 
over 30 percent growth in throughput between Asia 
and other continents in the first three quarters of 
2023 when compared with the same period in 2019, 
far exceeding the pre-Covid level,” said  Ken Lee, 
CEO for Asia Pacific, DHL Express. “Additionally, the 
strategic location of the Hub in Hong Kong opens 
doors to many opportunities for our customers in this 
region. We are confident that the expanded CAH will 
foster interconnectivity and underpin Asia’s status as 
a powerhouse of global growth.”  

Located strategically in the heart of Asia, the 
CAH serves as a unique gateway to one of the fastest-
growing regions in the world. DHL Express initiated 
the expansion of this facility to complement the 
launch of the Hong Kong International Airport’s three-
runway system, set to be completed by 2024. The 
expanded CAH will further underscore Hong Kong’s 
role as an aviation center as it facilitates global trade 
flow and commerce.

Vaayu to buy stake in Pradhaan Air Express

DHL Express opens newly expanded global hub in Hong Kong

https://www.atlasairworldwide.com/2022/09/atlas-air-worldwide-announces-long-term-acmi-placement-with-msc-mediterranean-shipping-company/
https://www.atlasairworldwide.com/2022/09/atlas-air-worldwide-announces-long-term-acmi-placement-with-msc-mediterranean-shipping-company/
https://www.atlasairworldwide.com/2022/09/atlas-air-worldwide-announces-long-term-acmi-placement-with-msc-mediterranean-shipping-company/


19

Rolls-Royce signs TotalCare 
agreement with Amazon 

Global Air

Rolls-Royce  has signed a TotalCare service agreement with  Amazon 
Global Air  to supply maintenance services to its fleet of ten Trent 
700-powered Airbus A330-300P2F (passenger-to-freighter) aircraft, which 
will be operated by its carrier partner. TotalCare is designed to provide 
predictability and operational certainty for customers by transferring 
time on wing and maintenance cost risk back to Rolls-Royce. This industry-
leading premium service offering is supported by data delivered through 
the Rolls-Royce advanced engine health monitoring system, which helps 
provide customers with increased operational availability, reliability and 
efficiency.

The popular A330 conversion programme began in 2017 and is 
accelerating as both capacity and suitable feedstock become available. 
There have been 28 A330 converted aircraft since 2017, 85% of which were 
Trent 700-powered aircraft. This supports a key pillar of Rolls-Royce’s 
commercial strategy, which is to focus on keeping these reliable and 
proven engines in service for many years to come.

Ewen McDonald, Chief Customer Officer, Civil Aerospace, Rolls-
Royce, commented on the new agreement: “We are delighted to sign this 
long-term service agreement with Amazon Global Air for their Trent 700 
powered Airbus A330-300P2F aircraft. The Trent 700 is the market leader on 
the Airbus A330 and we are pleased to see these aircraft being re-purposed 
as freight carriers. We look forward to providing a TotalCare service that 
maximises the performance of the Amazon Global Air fleet.”

“We’re pleased to welcome Rolls-Royce to the Amazon Global Air 
family,” said Philippe Karam, Director, Amazon Air, Global Fleet and Aviation 
Sourcing. “Rolls-Royce’s expertise and tenure in the industry make them an 
excellent partner, which enables us to focus on operational excellence to 
deliver for our customers.”

GKN Aerospace and GE strengthen 
existing partnership with wide-

ranging new agreement
GKN Aerospace and GE have deepened their long-term partnership on a series of 
industry-leading engines including the GEnx programme, the fastest-selling high-
thrust engine. The new agreement focuses on three key areas: new technology 
insertion, fan case production and assembly, and repair of high volume, complex 
engines structures.

The ground-breaking technology insertion programmes on the GEnx will focus 
on alternative material solutions, providing a more sustainable manufacturing 
footprint for several products currently flying. GKN Aerospace will provide 
component design expertise as well as its latest technologies, to help drive the 
GEnx programme towards its targets on carbon emissions reduction targets and 
cost reduction. Upgraded components are expected to go through development, 
validation and insertion from 2024 to 2030.

GKN Aerospace has also secured life-of-programme contracts under the new 
agreement. It will now deliver 100% of GEnx, CF6 and GE90 fan cases, as well as 50% 
of GE9X fan case assembly for the duration of the programme.

The final element of the enhanced partnership sees GKN Aerospace join GE 
Aerospace’s repair network, supporting the GEnx with specialised repair content. 
GKN Aerospace will deploy its expertise in structural design-and-make of advanced 
fabrications to repair high volume, complex structures across its global repair 
network.

Joakim Andersson, President of GKN Aerospace’s Engines business, said: “GE 
Aerospace and GKN Aerospace have had a strong relationship for more than 40 
years and we are extremely proud of our partnership. Over the years we have 
grown our responsibility across all major GE engines and today we are in long-
term partnerships with design authority for multiple programmes. This major new 
agreement is the next step. It ensures that we will continue to jointly develop the 
right technologies and solutions for world-leading engines such as the GEnx and 
CF6 for today and the future.”

Kathy MacKenzie, Vice President, GE Aerospace commercial programs stated: 
“We are excited to expand our strategic relationship with GKN. Their design 
expertise and production capability will enable us to continue to meet strong 
demand for the GEnx engine, and their component repair development will offer a 
cost-saving choice for our services customers.”

ENGINES & MRO JAN-FEB 2024

https://www.rolls-royce.com/
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/tag/prime-air
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/tag/prime-air
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 Why don’t you introduce 
yourself and your 

Journey to our readers?

””Hello, I’m Dr Anna 
Pagdiwalla specialized in 

Educational Leadership and 
Curriculum and Learning. As an 
educator, I firmly believe in the 
transformative power of 
education, particularly in 
fostering innovation and STEM 
skills. With 16 years of 
experience at the American 
School of Bombay and as the 
founder Principal of Mayoor 
Private School in Abu Dhabi for 
10 years, I advocate for teaching 
skills, not just content. Leading 
the first one-to-one laptop/
tablet program in the UAE, My 
journey is about raising the bar 
for students, fostering 

innovation, and addressing 
fundamental issues in teaching 
and learning. Together, let’s 
inspire new opportunities and 
cultivate a passion for STEM 
amongst our students and 
teachers.”

 The Aerospace Industry 
is evolving very rapidly 

globally, what are the current 
skills/Courses you are 
currently offering at school 
Level?

” Presently, we provide an 
intensive ‘Aerospace 

Ambassador Certificate 
Program,’ a 40-hour course 
tailored for Grades 6 to 12. This 
comprehensive program 
encompasses Model Rocketry, 
Aeromodelling, Drone 

Technology, Space Technology, 
and RC Technology.

 What are the challenges 
and opportunities you 

see in the UAE Aerospace 
industry in the next 5 Years?

” Challenges in the UAE 
Aerospace Industry:

As an educator, It is not 
my space to comment. 
Nevertheless, I believe that the 
fluctuating global economy 
can significantly influence both 
the demand for aircraft and 
the availability of financing, 
presenting obstacles to long-
term growth.  

Opportunities in the UAE 
Aerospace Industry 
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Potential avenues for growth 
include the UAE’s dedication to 
space exploration, exemplified 
by the Mars Mission, which 
opens doors for advancements 
in satellite technology and 
space-related enterprises. 
Sustained investments in 
research and development 
drive technological 
advancements, bolstering the 
competitiveness and capacities 
of the UAE aerospace sector. 
Additionally, the emphasis 

on sustainability presents 
opportunities for firms 
engaged in the development 
of eco-friendly aviation 
technologies, aligning with 
worldwide trends.

 What is your message to 
youngsters who wish to 

choose the Aerospace 
industry as their Career?

” Embrace your curiosity 
and passion for the skies! 

The Aerospace industry 

beckons with endless 
possibilities. Nurture your love 
for STEM, be resilient in the face 
of challenges, and remember, 
collaboration fuels innovation. 
Aspiring aviators, engineers, 
and space explorers – your 
journey begins here. Dream 
big, work hard, and soar to new 
heights!
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The first certified engine MRO centre in South Asia, 
the Middle East, and North Africa regions has been 
launched in Abu Dhabi. Sanad – the global aerospace 
engineering and leasing solutions leader wholly 
owned by Abu Dhabi’s sovereign investor Mubadala 
Investment Company (Mubadala) — has announced 
the inauguration of its Leap Engine Maintenance, 
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) Centre. This world-class 
centre, spanning over 5,000sqm, will offer advanced 
technical capabilities within Sanad’s new state-of-
the-art facility in Abu Dhabi, becoming part of the 
global Leap MRO network.

This announcement follows a landmark 11-year 
shop visit offload agreement, signed during the 
Paris Air Show in June 2023, in partnership with GE 
Aerospace and Safran Aircraft Engines – both leading 
providers of jet engines, components, and aircraft 
systems.

“The inauguration of Sanad’s Leap MRO centre 
marks a pivotal milestone for Abu Dhabi’s aviation 
sector as we strengthen our partnership with GE 
Aerospace and Safran Aircraft Engines,” said Mansoor 
Janahi, managing director and group CEO of Sanad.

Through the agreement, Sanad significantly 
expanded its MRO services to include new-generation 
CFM International Leap-1A and -1B engines that power 
Airbus A320neo and Boeing 737 MAX family aircraft. 
These engines have gained global recognition for 
their exceptional reliability and fuel efficiency.

“Sanad is proud to be the first in the region 
to support the Leap engine, recognised for its 

exceptional performance and fuel efficiency. With an 
outstanding worldwide backlog of more than 10,000 
engines, it has established itself as an industry-
leading engine platform.”

“The development of such capabilities in the 
UAE provides operators in the region with high 
levels of sustainment, reducing the carbon footprint 
associated with the transportation of engines outside 
our region. We are excited about the job opportunities 
this venture will create for our talented team in Sanad 
and more broadly Abu Dhabi,” Janahi said.

With an investment exceeding Dh100 million, 
Sanad has made significant enhancements to its 
Abu Dhabi facility. These improvements focus on 
advanced machinery, infrastructure, and technology, 
all designed to strengthen the company’s engine MRO 
capabilities.

John Slattery, chief commercial officer, GE 
Aerospace, said: “Sanad’s commitment to excellence 
and speed in establishing this state-of-the-art Leap 

Engine MRO Centre makes it an important part of the 
global Leap open MRO network.”

Nicolas Potier, vice-president of support and 
services at Safran Aircraft Engines, said: “Sanad’s new 
state-of-the-art capabilities will expand our global 
CFM network to address the Leap MRO ramp-up and 
keep offering our airline customers with the best 
standards in terms of support and innovation.”

Mick Hills, chief operating officer at flydubai, 
added: “flydubai is pleased to be among the first 
airlines to benefit from Sanad’s Leap Engine MRO 
Centre. We are confident that this partnership with 
CFM and Sanad will ensure the reliability and efficiency 
of our Leap engines, contributing to further cost and 
operational efficiency of our growing fleet. Having an 
MRO centre in the UAE is a significant step towards 
making our operations more sustainable. It provides 
us with in-country solutions, reducing the need to 
send engines overseas for maintenance, which aligns 
with our commitment to operational efficiency.”

Sanad unveils SAMENA-region’s first certified 
CFM LEAP engine MRO centre

Emirates has announced a series of contracts awarded 
to Safran, worth over US$1.2 billion combined. This 
includes a US $1 billion deal* for the latest generation 
Safran Seats for Emirates’ new fleet of Airbus A350, 
Boeing 777X-9 and existing Boeing 777-300 aircraft.

The agreement includes Business, Premium 
Economy and Economy class seats for the Emirates 
Airbus A350, and Business, Premium Economy and 
Economy Class seats for the Boeing 777X-9. The new 
seats will offer a host of enhancements that set a 
new standard for comfort, privacy and convenience, 
including generous space and a bolder roster of 
luxurious features, stylish interior finishes and next 
level-technology in every cabin class.

The deal also represents a significant export order 
for a French company, and is part of Emirates’ ongoing 
investment into France and Europe.

Sir Tim Clark, President Emirates Airline 
said:  “Safran is a key partner for Emirates and we’re 
working closely to reimagine and elevate our future 
cabins with smart design and the latest technologies. 
These have been decisive factors in our selection of 

seat types which will be customized for Emirates.   
Today’s announcement is significant not only because it 
cements the partnership between Emirates and Safran, 
but also because it supports aviation manufacturing 
and the wider value chain in France and across Europe.”

“Safran is very proud of our longstanding strategic 
alliance with Emirates,” said Safran CEO Olivier Andriès. 
“The continuation of our 30-year partnership underscores 
Safran’s commitment to innovative solutions for aircraft 
interiors, critical aircraft equipment and services to 
ensure the best possible passenger experience. Today’s 
agreements set the stage for Safran’s continued growth 
along with our customer, a leader in the global market. 
More than ever, we are looking ahead to the future.”

Emirates signs agreements with Safran worth US$1.2 billion combined
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Soisa Aircraft Interiors 
expands Dubai facility

Soisa Aircraft Interiors, a provider of cabin upholstery and assembly 
services, has expanded its facility in the Dubai South area in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). The revamped facility has quadrupled in size, 
featuring specialised production lines with dedicated units for dress cover 
lamination, curtains and cutting areas. A large warehouse area has also 
been incorporated, designed to accommodate both raw materials and 
finished goods for efficient management. The announcement follows what 
the company calls a successful first year for its operations in Dubai, after 
moving to the facility in March 2023.

Soisa currently provides upholstery and assembly services for more 
than 120 airlines, and partners with all major seat OEMs from its base in 
Chihuahua, Mexico. Soisa says the Dubai facility extension will enable it 
to “dramatically increase” its production capacity and better serve clients 
in the region, such as Etihad, Emirates, FlyDubai, Royal Brunei, Singapore 
Airlines, and Safran Cabin in Thailand, among others.

“We are committed to enhancing the nearshoring experience for our 
clients around the world,” said Jacobo Mesta, CEO of Soisa,. “By moving 
to the heart of Dubai South, an emerging hub of aviation, Soisa aims to 
capitalise on its state-of-the-art facility by offering cutting-edge services 
in dress covers and lamination and  speeding our clients’ products to 
market.”

The improved near-shoring capabilities are intended to give Soisa’s 
customers in the region with improved logistics and cost efficiencies, 
minimal lead times for delivering final products, and reduced turn-
around times. The products include cabin upholstery such as dress covers, 
cushions, curtains, carpets, insulation panels, acoustic panels, and VIP 
seats. Its services also include hydrographic printing and repairs of interior 
parts for airlines and OEMs in the Middle East, North Africa, India, Europe 
and Asia.

CEBU PACIFIC IS INAUGURAL 
BASE MAINTENANCE 

CUSTOMER FOR A330NEO
Lufthansa Technik Philippines (LTP) is proud to welcome Cebu Pacific’s (CEB) first 
A330neo aircraft, RP-C3900, for its inaugural base maintenance on 17 November 
2023. This marks the beginning of a series of maintenance events to support CEB’s 
growing A330neo fleet.The collaboration between the two companies began in 
2011 with line maintenance for CEB’s narrow-body fleet and has since expanded to 
include base maintenance for both A320 and A330 fleets. In line with CEB’s ongoing 
fleet modernization efforts, the airline currently operates five A330neo aircraft 
and anticipates the arrival of an additional eleven soon.

Cebu Pacific’s Vice President Engineering and Fleet Management, Shevantha 
Weerasekera, expressed: “This collaboration with Lufthansa Technik Philippines is 
a testament to our commitment to maintaining the highest standards of safety 
and quality in our operations. We are excited about the partnership and look 
forward to achieving new heights together.”

Rainer Janke, Vice President Marketing and Sales Asia Pacific at Lufthansa 
Technik Philippines said: “We are extremely pleased to embark on this special 
partnership with Cebu Pacific. In addition to achieving this significant milestone, 
we recently celebrated CEB’s 50th aircraft base maintenance layover at our 
facility. They have consistently pushed the boundaries as one of the leading low-
cost carriers in the region, and LTP is honored to have been chosen as their partner 
in this endeavor.”

Furthermore, Lufthansa Technik Philippines is the first in its global network 
to provide comprehensive A330neo aircraft maintenance services, reaffirming 
their commitment to top-tier aviation maintenance solutions. This landmark 
partnership between Cebu Pacific and Lufthansa Technik Philippines ushers in a 
new era of excellence in aviation maintenance services, setting the bar higher for 
the industry and ensuring the safety and reliability of Cebu Pacific’s fleet for years 
to come.

ENGINES & MRO JAN-FEB 2024
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Rolls-Royce has successfully run its UltraFan technology 
demonstrator to maximum power at its facility in Derby, 
UK. The initial stage of the test was conducted using 
100% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). This is an important 
milestone for the UltraFan demonstrator, which was 
successfully tested for the first time earlier this year. Since 
then, the UltraFan team has been gradually increasing 
the power as part of the rigorous testing regime and the 
demonstrator has performed in line with the company’s 
expectations. The results of the test will provide Rolls-
Royce with valuable learning and data, which its teams 
will now take away and continue to analyse.

This achievement reinforces the company’s 
confidence in the suite of technologies that has been 
developed as part of the UltraFan programme. Confirming 

this capability is a big step towards improving the 
efficiency of current and future aero-engines as UltraFan 
delivers a 10% efficiency improvement over the Trent XWB 
engine, which is already the world’s most efficient large 
aero-engine in service. In total that is a 25% efficiency 
gain since the launch of the first Trent engine.

UltraFan’s scalable technology from ~25,000-

110,000lb thrust also offers the potential to power the new 
narrow-body and wide-body aircraft anticipated in the 
2030s. As part of the UltraFan development programme, 
Rolls-Royce has identified a number of technologies 
that are potentially transferable to the current Trent 
engines, which will provide customers with even greater 
availability, reliability and efficiency.

Tufan Erginbilgic, CEO, Rolls-Royce plc, said: “Hitting 
full power with our UltraFan demonstrator sends a 
strong message that Rolls-Royce is at the cutting-edge 
of innovation and technology, leading the way in the 
transition to more efficient and sustainable aviation. This 
fantastic milestone puts us in a strong position to support 
the plans of our customers as they develop the next 
generation of super-efficient aircraft.”

ROLLS-ROYCE ANNOUNCES SUCCESSFUL RUN OF ULTRAFAN 
TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATOR TO MAXIMUM POWER

ASIA DIGITAL ENGINEERING SECURES EASA PART 145 
MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION APPROVAL

Asia Digital Engineering (ADE), the maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul (MRO) division of Capital A, 
has achieved a significant milestone by obtaining 
approval from the European Union Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA) as a Part 145 Maintenance 
Organisation. This recognition represents a gold 
standard in aviation maintenance, signifying the 
highest levels of safety and quality in its operations. 
In addition to this milestone, ADE is actively working 
on the construction of a state-of-the-art hangar in 
KLIA Aeropolis, scheduled for completion in the first 
half of 2024. This facility will enhance ADE’s MRO 
capabilities and further establish its presence in the 
region’s aviation maintenance sector. The company 
is also in the process of setting up new component 
workshops to support its growing operations.

YB Anthony Loke Siew Fook, Minister of 
Transport, Malaysia said: “Congratulations to ADE on 
obtaining the highly acclaimed EASA Maintenance 
Organisation approval. This accomplishment not 
only underscores the nation’s commitment to 
adhering the highest global standards but also 
positions Malaysia as a hub for excellence in the 
aviation and aerospace industry. ADE’s dedication 
to high quality of service and safety serves as an 

inspiration to other homegrown MRO players, 
and we look forward to the positive impact this 
milestone will have on our country’s aviation and 
aerospace landscape.”

To accommodate its expansion, ADE has set an 
ambitious hiring target for 2024, planning to recruit 
500 to 600 aviation professionals, including aircraft 
technicians and engineers. This move aligns with 
ADE’s commitment to driving growth and innovation 
in Malaysia’s aviation and aerospace sector, 
bolstered by its new EASA Part 145 Maintenance 
Organisation approval.

Mahesh Kumar, CEO, ADE  said,  “We are very 
proud to add EASA Part 145 approval to our long list 
of maintenance certifications and authorisations. 
This is a significant achievement, and is a result 
of all the hard work and  commitment  from the 
team at ADE. Thanks to their dedication and service 
excellence, ADE is now able to provide industry 
leading aircraft maintenance support in Asia Pacific 
and beyond. ADE will continue to bring the highest 
work ethics and business standards to Asia Pacific’s 
aviation market and become a significant force in 
MRO services in the region.” 

JAN-FEB 2024
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STANDARDAERO, THALES 
UNLOCK NEW LEVEL OF 

SAFETY WITH STABLELIGHT

Based on Thales’ Compact Autopilot System, 
derived from their previously certified 
transport category  autopilot, StableLight is a 
robust, feature-packed autopilot in a compact, 
lightweight package that is perfectly suited 
for light rotorcraft. ​ The system transforms the 
flight control experience of the helicopter with 
transparent stability augmentation that works 
precisely and without feedback to the control 
sticks. ​ The addition of the stabilized climb flight 
attitude recovery, auto hover, and a wide range 
of other sophisticated features results in a 
system that drastically decreases pilot workload, 
enhances mission capability, and can help to 

reduce risks in critical flight phases and adverse 
conditions such as IIMC - (Inadvertent entry into 
Instrument Meteorological Conditions).

“Tailoring the most advanced technologies 
to offer safety and trust to our clients is at the 
very heart of Thales’ DNA. Combining Thales’ 
advanced capabilities with StandardAero’s 
extensive knowledge allows us to draw upon a 
wealth of industry experience and deliver the 
autopilot solution that pilots have long aspired 
to.”  Tristan Grivel, Vice President Business 
Development and Sales for Thales’s flight 
avionics business

Pilots representing numerous operators 

and industry experts were able to test fly the 
pre-certified system over the last year and 
were extremely encouraged by the system’s 
performance and contribution to safety. 
Many commented on the system’s impressive 
capabilities and noted its potential to assist in a 
wide variety of missions. ​

Based on the high level of customer interest 
to date, Thales and StandardAero are spooling up 
to meet the demand for kit deliveries, with the 
first kits reserved for the VIP launch customer 
MacNeil Aviation LLC. Both EASA and Transport 
Canada validations of the STC are being applied 
for subsequently.

ENGINES & MRO JAN-FEB 2024

We are excited to bring this state-of-the-art autopilot to market in partnership with Thales. The features 
offered by StableLight will be a major game changer for pilots and operators alike - it provides unparalleled 
performance, taking the already capable AS350 and H125 aircraft to the next level. ​ Today’s announcement 
of the certification of StableLight paves the way for a safety revolution for light helicopters.”  
Marc Drobny, President of StandardAero’s Military, Helicopter and Energy Sector
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Air & Sea Middle East Editor Kartikeya in conversation with

Mr. Alexandre Alves 
GLOBAL COO & CCO - AIRWAYS AVIATION GROUP

 Before we talk about 
Airways Aviation and 

business, we would be glad 
to hear your story on how 
Aviation has influenced you 
as a child and brought you 
here? How did you progress 
to your current position 
since you entered into this 
supreme industry? 

 
I have a very atypical 

path in this industry. I 
never dreamed becoming a 
pilot or involved with aviation, 
I wanted to become an army 
officer and that’s what I did. 
But some years after I decided 
to leave the army and didn’t 

knew exactly what to do as all 
my training to date was not 
related to any civilian 
occupation.

I ended up becoming a 
cabin crew, and long story 
short, 5 years after I started, 
I was Head of the Cabin 
Crew and Inflight Services 
department of a Business 
Aviation company with 
activity in 4 countries. But 
I never settled and maybe 
due to my background, I 
was always volunteering to 
do more and learn more, 
so I’ve done aircraft sales, 
business aviation consultancy, 

opened and managed 
MRO, handling services, 
successfully led several flight 
schools from losses to profits 
and to successful sales or 
investments, managed 
regional airlines and more. 
I think I’ve done almost all 
in aviation. I usually say I’m 
not an expert in anything in 
aviation but I know a little bit 
of everything.

 Can you brief us about 
the courses offered at 

Airways Aviation?

 
Airways Aviation is one of 

the largest and most 
reputed aviation training 
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organizations globally. 100% 
privately owned, it currently 
has operations in 10 countries 
and opening 5 more this year.

We offer ab initio training 
for civilian and military 
customers, covering pilot, 
cabin crew, maintenance 
technician and ground 
services courses.

 Why anyone should opt 
for Airways Aviation 

instead of other flying 
schools?

 
I like to point our 

strengths and let people 
decide.

We have over 45 years of 
experience, we operate in 
10 countries of different 
continents, we provide 
training to some of the most 
respected air forces and 
military services, we train 

cadets from several leading 
airlines, we offer a large 
and modern fully owned 
training fleet of aircraft and 
simulators, we have state of 
the art facilities in fair weather 
locations globally. And I can 
keep going. The best would 
be for anyone interested to 
contact us and make a visit 
at one of our academies and 
learn in detail what we offer.

 What are the Current 
certifications & Industry 

Partnerships available?

 
Our academies are 
approved by different 

aviation authorities under 
EASA, CASA and several ICAO. 
We also have local approvals 
like Qualiopi in France or 
Cricos in Australia. It’s quite 
extensive but people 
interested can check our 
website for more information 
or contact us.

In terms of partnerships we 
also have an extensive list of 
industry partners.

 What is your advice to 
young students who 

wish to choose aviation as a 
career?

 
If they want it then they 

can achieve it. If they are 
passionate about something 
that’s half the way. To become 
a pilot, for example, it’s a big 
investment. The course is not 
difficult but it’s demanding; in 
terms of the amount of study 
and dedication required. And 
it’s a big financial investment. 
So, if they really want to 
become pilots then it makes it 
easier and with better results.

Regardless of what they want 
to do, they should commit 
in full, take the adequate 
preparation and jump in 
1000%.
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 What do you see as the 
most significant 

challenges and possibilities 
for the industry in the years 
ahead? 

 
For sure one of the 

biggest changes will be 
in terms of powerplant of the 
aircraft. Sustainability is key 
and we see developments in 
the industry every day. I 
suspect we will have a lot of 
small electric and hybrid 
aircraft very soon and also, we 
will see the larger aircraft 
using other sort of 
technologies.

Another issue will be the 
implementation of new 
technologies that will assist 
pilots flying. And more and 
more technology in the 
training. Using VR, AR and AI 
will be the standard.

 Could you share with 

us your visions and priorities 
for the company? What is 
the roadmap ahead and 
what are the major 
objectives?

 
After very difficult years 
due to the pandemic, we 

as almost all in aviation, were 
very affected but we took the 
chance to restructure and set 
the basis for growth. 2023 was 
already a year where we 
started that growth path once 
again, expanding and 
strengthening the team, 
opening new and reinforcing 
older operations.

2024 is going to be a year of 
significant expansion, taking 
advantage of the work we did 
last year. We plan to open 5 
new markets, in Europe, Africa 
and Asia. We are also preparing 
to expand our aircraft fleet to 
cope with some airline training 
contracts we are negotiating. 

In parallel we continue to 
partner with renowned 
universities to offer high level 
academic training to our 
students, providing them the 
best tools to set themselves 
apart from the others and 
thrive in the industry.

 Welcoming the New 
Year 2024, your 

cheering message for our 
fellow aviators would be..?

 
Believe in the industry, it 

has a lot to give. The sky is 
definitely not the limit. 
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ARCOSJET AND LILIUM ANNOUNCE 
PURCHASE OF 10 EVTOL JETS

ArcosJet DMCC and Lilium N.V.developer of the first 
all-electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) 
jet, have announced ArcosJet’s purchase of 10 
Lilium Jets, expected to be delivered through 2026 
& 2027. Following the appointment of ArcosJet as 
an exclusive authorized dealer for private sales of 
the Lilium Jet in their region, ArcosJet’s purchase 
means eVTOL travel will soon be available for 
customers in the Middle East.

The Lilium Pioneer Edition Jet will offer the 
largest cabin in its category, low-noise, high-
speed regional transport with zero operating 
emissions, where passengers will enjoy large 
panoramic views in its spacious 4-seat cabin. 
Deliveries of the premium eVTOL jet are expected 
to begin in early 2026. The Lilium Jets will be 
delivered to customers with a comprehensive 
maintenance program, pilot training, and two 
charging stations.

“Today we are pleased to announce the 
details of our purchase of Lilium Pioneer Edition 

Jets and are confident that the aircraft will 
quickly find buyers and lay the foundations for 
the development of sustainable air transport in 
the Middle East. Together with Lilium, ArcosJet 
offers its customers best-in-class innovations and 
developments for the future of transport. We see 
this as the most profitable investment in the high-
tech and sustainable future of aviation, as well as 
in the development of regional air mobility,” said 
Mikhail Alenkin, ArcosJet founder and CEO.

“Together with ArcosJet, we are excited to 
be entering new markets by introducing our 
revolutionary Lilium Jet and thrilled with their 

firm commitment for 10 jets. With ArcosJet’s 
experience and expertise in private aircraft sales, I 
am confident our partnership will help customers 
appreciate the unique capabilities of eVTOL flight.” 
said Sebastien Borel, Chief Commercial Officer at 
Lilium.

The Lilium Pioneer Edition Jet is the first 
planned model of the Lilium Jet and will 
comfortably seat four passengers on estimated 
non-stop flights of up to 175 km at 250 km/h. The 
first manned flight of the type-conforming aircraft 
is scheduled for late 2024, with type certification 
expected in late 2025.

Jetex unveils its New Flagship FBO Terminal at Abu Dhabi’s Al Bateen Executive Airport
Following a successful redevelopment and upgrade, 
the new flagship private terminal (FBO) builds 
upon the distinctive legacy of Al Bateen Executive 
Airport, the region’s only dedicated private jet 
airport. Al Bateen Executive Airport, conveniently 
located with center-of-town road connectivity, 
provides rapid access to Abu Dhabi’s key financial, 
tourist and entertainment destinations.

Behind the terminal’s futuristic façade lies a 
personal oasis complete with lavish furnishing and 
finishes, synonymous with the Jetex brand. Guests 
traveling via Jetex Abu Dhabi will experience a 
sense of exclusivity and intimate privacy coupled 
with award-winning hospitality. With on-site 
immigration and customs support, the passenger 
experience is fast and smooth during both arrival 
and departure.

Commenting on the occasion,  Adel Mardini, 
Founder & CEO of Jetex, said: “The opening of Jetex 
Abu Dhabi marks a milestone for our brand and 
confirms our commitment to the region. We are 
especially excited to bring the Jetex experience to 

the UAE capital. We promise a regal welcome to this 
beautiful city for our international guests as well 
as to ensure that every need is anticipated, every 
wish is granted and every minute is memorable 
when you are with us at Jetex Abu Dhabi.”

Al Bateen Executive Airport is one of five airports 
managed and operated by Abu Dhabi Airports. Elena 

Sorlini, Managing Director and Interim CEO, Abu 
Dhabi Airports  said: “The renovation of the VVIP 
Terminal at Al Bateen further strengthens the 
luxury service offering to our passengers. We are 
committed to developing our aviation assets and 
delivering the highest quality service standards to 
our clients.”

JAN-FEB 2024
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Eve Air Mobility (“Eve”) and Hunch Mobility a 
joint venture between Hunch Ventures and Blade 
Air Mobility, Inc. have announced that the two 
companies are working together to bring first 
electric commuter flights to Bangalore, India.   
With the announcement, Bangalore becomes the 
launch city in the region for urban air mobility 
flights utilizing electric vertical takeoff and landing 
(eVTOL) aircraft. The announcement is the first 
step as both companies will be working with local, 
state and federal officials, infrastructure, energy 
and technology providers. The goal is to ensure the 
appropriate infrastructure is in place to introduce 
eVTOL aircraft flights. 

“This launch city announcement is the next step 
in a great relationship that Hunch Mobility and 
Eve have built to co-create the urban air mobility 
ecosystem in India,” said Johann Bordais, CEO of 
Eve Air Mobility.   “India is an incredibly important 
market for urban air mobility and our goal is to 
work with Hunch Mobility to provide residents 
with an additional efficient and affordable mode of 
transportation to ease commuting times in one of 
the most heavily populated cities in the world.”

“This collaboration with Eve Air Mobility 
underscores the commitment to contribute to 
India’s growth story by addressing the bottleneck of 

road congestion in the country. We look forward to 
introducing eVTOL flights that will democratize short 
haul air mobility by offering affordable ticket fares 
and zero carbon emission,” said Amit Dutta, director, 
Hunch Mobility. 

Eve’s eVTOL will offer Hunch Mobility’s customers 
a quick and economical way to avoid traffic 
congestion in one of the world’s most dense urban 
environments. Eve’s eVTOL is 100% electric and has 
a range of 100 kilometers (60 miles) allowing it to 
complete a variety of urban air mobility missions 
in Bangalore.   The aircraft features a lift + cruise 
configuration with dedicated rotors for vertical flight 
and fixed wings to fly on cruise, with no components 
required to change position during flight.  It will be 
piloted at launch but evolving towards uncrewed 

operations in the future. 
Eve was the first eVTOL manufacturer to announce 

an LOI in India with Hunch Mobility announcing an 
agreement to purchase 200 eVTOLs, Services and 
the company’s Urban ATM (Air Traffic Management) 
solution. As part of the LOI announcement, Eve 
and Hunch embarked on a three-month-long pilot 
project, conducting intra-city helicopter flights in 
Bangalore. The objective was to collect data on 
operations and customer experiences throughout 
the pilot project. This data, in turn, is informing 
the further development of Eve’s eVTOL aircraft, its 
air traffic management solution, and solutions for 
service and support.

Eve’s eVTOL is scheduled to enter into service in 
2026.

Jetex, a global leader in executive aviation, is the 
first to offer SAF to customers in the United Arab 
Emirates. Building on the success of supplying SAF 
at selected locations in Europe, Jetex will now offer 
aircraft operators and private owners the possibility 
of significantly reducing emissions whenever they 
operate flights from its flagship private terminal in 
Dubai.

“Bringing SAF to the United Arab Emirates is a 
milestone achievement, and today I am pleased 
that we finally can offer this type of aircraft fuel 
to our customers in Dubai in partnership with Shell 
Aviation. It is even more important in light of 2023 
being announced as the Year of Sustainability in the 
UAE as it cements our ambition to reduce carbon 
emissions”, said Adel Mardini, Founder & CEO of Jetex.

As a safe and fully certified drop-in fuel 
compatible with existing aircraft fleet and airport 

infrastructure, SAF can be blended with conventional 
jet fuel at a ratio of up to 50%, creating an aviation 
fuel that is significantly lower in lifecycle carbon 
emissions. In its neat form, SAF can reduce lifecycle 
emissions by up to 80% compared to conventional 
jet fuel.

Doris Tan, General Manager Asia and Middle East, 
Shell Aviation, said: “To reduce emissions from flying, 
all parts of the aviation value chain need to play their 
part. This is particularly crucial for private business 

customers as they can create a concentrated, high-
impact demand for SAF. Additionally, expanding 
the availability of SAF to new locations is equally 
important, which is why it’s been highly rewarding 
to work with Jetex to enhance our SAF capabilities 
in the Middle East by delivering SAF at DWC for the 
first time.”

Jetex’s environment strategy focuses on 
reducing carbon emissions, recycling and adapting 
the latest green technologies across its global 
network. The company’s efforts are aligned with 
IATA’s commitment to fly net zero by 2050 and 
achieving this requires a combination of maximum 
elimination of emissions at the source, offsetting 
and carbon capture technologies. It is vital for the 
future of aviation to continue to address climate 
change and Jetex remains focused on playing its part 
to reduce the impact on the planet.

Eve Air Mobility and Hunch Mobility Collaborating to 
Bring eVTOL Flights to Bangalore

Jetex & Shell Aviation Sign Agreement for SAF Supply to Private Aviation
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TEXTRON AVIATION ANNOUNCES 
AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE 48 

CESSNA SKYHAWKS TO SUPPORT 
BAA TRAINING

Textron Aviation  announced an agreement with  BAA Training  for the purchase of 48  Cessna 
Skyhawk aircraft, expected to be delivered in 2026. The deal, inked at the Dubai Airshow, substantially 
expands BAA Training›s existing fleet, offering increased capacity for students, streamlining the flight 
training process and ensuring an overall enhanced student experience.

“For over six decades, the Cessna Skyhawk has inspired the next generation of pilots and served 
as the world’s leading flight trainer,” said Chris Crow, vice president of Piston Sales. “We are delighted 
to continue the relationship with BAA Training to provide their students access to the most produced 
single-engine aircraft globally.”

The stable flight characteristics, advanced avionics and demonstrated dispatch reliability of the 
Skyhawk have made it a dependable training platform. The new airplanes will be used by students to 
put them in the pilot’s seat of the most popular training aircraft in the world.

“BAA Training has set an ambitious milestone to achieve a capacity of up to 1000 students per year, 
necessitating a significant expansion of our fleet. We are glad to finalize this order, as the addition of 
48 Cessna Skyhawks will bolster our resources, enabling us to accommodate the growing demand for 
training and further solidify our position in the industry,” said Marijus Ravoitis, CEO, BAA Training.

BAA Training offers comprehensive aviation training solutions for aspiring commercial pilots, 
ranging from Ab Initio training to Type Rating, available across multiple locations, including Spain, 
Lithuania, France and Vietnam. Additionally, pilot training services are provided through its consultancy 
office in India and a sales representative office in the UAE.

DC Aviation Group celebrates 
important milestone as it 

turns 25 this year

DC Aviation Group celebrated significant milestones this 
year, marking its 25th anniversary, the 15th anniversary 
of its Malta operations and the 10th anniversary of Dubai-
based DC Aviation Al-Futtaim (DCAF). To celebrate the 
occasion, a specially curated IMAGINE show was held on 
the opening day of the Dubai Airshow, at Dubai Festival 
City in partnership with Al-Futtaim. Over the past decade, 
the Dubai operations have achieved significant milestones, 
including the completion of its purpose-built integrated 
hangar facility with lounge and office areas in September 
2013. This made it the first fully integrated business 
aviation operation at the then-newly opened Al Maktoum 
International Airport, located at Dubai South.

DCAF’s facility includes two dedicated hangars, together 
measuring over 13,500 sqm, with a total land-side plot area 
of 24,000 sqm and apron area of 13,500 sqm – capable of 
accommodating business jets of various sizes. The facility 
also offers 1,300 sqm of exclusive lounge area that provides 
the highest levels of comfort and privacy, including shower 
areas, a spacious conference room, covered parking and a 
contemporary finish. As part of its ongoing commitment to 
its customers, DCAF recently completed a refurbishment of 
its exterior and VVIP lounges.

DCAF’s customers can expect high levels of convenience 
with 24-hour on-site screening facilities, customs and 
immigration services and immediate access from limousine 
drop-off to the aircraft parked directly in front of the lounge.

Michael Kuhn, CEO of DC Aviation Group, said, “This 
is a significant milestone for all of us at DC Aviation and 
further reaffirms our decision to partner with Al-Futtaim, 
with whom we have a long-standing relationship. This 
joint venture has enabled us to create one of the leading 
business aviation operations in the Middle East and we 
look forward to continuing to expand our operations and 
offering our customers the highest levels of service and 
safety. We look forward to meeting all our industry partners, 
suppliers and customers at the celebratory party in Dubai.”

“As we mark our 10th anniversary, we hold great 
pride in the journey we have taken as a business,” 
said Holger Ostheimer, Managing Director of DC Aviation Al-
Futtaim. “From day one, we were confident in Al Maktoum 
International Airport’s tremendous potential to develop 
as a key hub for business and private aviation and thereby 
enhance the success of Dubai’s aviation industry. We feel 
privileged to be a partner in the continuous progress of 
the UAE’s expanding aviation industry and look forward 
to continuing to serve our clients with the best-in-class 
services.”
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Lilium N.V.developer of the first all-electric vertical 
take-off and landing (“eVTOL”) jet, announced that 
it has received Design Organization Approval from 
its primary regulatory authority, the European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency (“EASA”). The award marks 
a major milestone for Lilium, positioning it at the 
forefront of the industry as a company authorized to 
hold a type-certificate for an eVTOL aircraft in Europe.

Design Organization Approval reflects a seal of 
quality assurance for companies in aviation design, 
formally acknowledging a company’s ability to 
design and develop safe and compliant aircraft. 
This major achievement in the development of the 
revolutionary Lilium Jet reflects the culmination 
of an extensive qualification process dating back 
to 2017. Receiving Design Organization Approval 
is a core requirement for any commercial aircraft 
manufacturer.

Klaus Roewe, Lilium CEO, commented: “In 
many respects, today’s announcement marks a 
cornerstone for Lilium and evidences our market 

leadership in advancing the aviation industry. 
Achieving Design Organization Approval reflects 
EASA’s confidence in Lilium and differentiates 
us against others currently pursuing eVTOL 
development and regulatory approval. While we 
join a small, select group of companies qualified to 
develop commercial aircraft, today’s announcement 
is especially significant for the global aviation 
industry as we are doing so by advancing 
sustainable regional air mobility. I appreciate 
the many Lilians and countless stakeholders 
who have played a pivotal role in us achieving 
today’s milestone, and we look forward to further 
advancements toward the commercialization of 
the Lilium Jet. I would like to thank our counterparts 
at EASA for their professional cooperation, which I 
believe will continue to be very beneficial for the 
industry moving forward.”

Bhavesh Mandalia, Lilium Chief Airworthiness 
Officer and Deputy CTO, commented: “Today’s 
announcement has been more than six years in 

the making. I’d like to thank my fellow Lilians as 
well as our partners at EASA for their continued 
support on this journey. In addition to European 
oversight, EASA’s Design Organization Approval 
brings significant benefits to our FAA certification 
process in the U.S. by utilizing the Bilateral Aviation 
Safety Agreements to validate the technology and 
aircraft.”

Luc Tytgat, Acting Executive Director, EASA said: 
“EASA is ensuring that everything is in place for the 
societal acceptance of Urban Air Mobility. We are 
setting the right rules for operations and taking 
care of the environmental elements including 
noise, while of course ensuring that high safety 
standards are met. At the same time, we are wary 
of creating barriers to entering this new market and 
we have worked in partnership with Lilium, against 
a demanding timeline. I would like to congratulate 
Lilium on achieving this Design Organization 
Approval, which advances Europe’s electric aviation 
activity.”

Lilium Receives EASA Design 
Organization Approval
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In simple terms, the Design Organization Approval is our Licence to Operate and confirms that Lilium has 
the organization, procedures, competencies, resources, and demonstrated rigor required to design and 
certify aircraft according to the very highest safety standards. This pays great tribute to our team at Lilium. 
Receiving Design Organization Approval from EASA further motivates us on our path to commercialize the 
revolutionary Lilium Jet.”
Alastair McIntosh, Lilium Chief Technology Officer and Head of Design Organisation
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InterGlobe Enterprises and Archer Aviation 
Announce Plans to Launch All-Electric Air Taxi 

Service across India In 2026

InterGlobe Enterprises, India’s foremost travel and hospitality conglomerate and Archer Aviation 
Inc. a leader in electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft, announced that they have 
entered into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the goal of partnering to launch and 
operate an all-electric air taxi service in India, subject to appropriate regulatory approvals and 
clearances.

The parties intend to work with select in-country business partners to operate Archer’s 
aircraft, finance and build vertiport infrastructure, and train pilots and other personnel needed 
for these operations. The partnership also plans to finance the purchase of up to 200 of Archer’s 
Midnight aircraft for the India operations.

Archer’s Midnight aircraft is a piloted, four-passenger electric vertical takeoff and landing 
aircraft designed to perform rapid back-to-back flights with minimal charge time between 
flights. The goal is for a passenger on an InterGlobe-Archer flight to be able to fly the 27-km 
Delhi trip from Connaught Place to Gurugram, typically taking 60 to 90 minutes by car, in 
approximately 7 minutes.

In addition to urban air taxi services, the parties plan to pursue a variety of other use cases 
for the electric aircraft in India, including cargo, logistics, medical and emergency services, as 
well as private company and charter services.

Rahul Bhatia, Group Managing Director of InterGlobe, said: “Over the last two decades, 
InterGlobe has been involved in providing safe, efficient, and affordable transportation to 
hundreds of millions of Indians across the country. We are excited at this new opportunity 
of bringing an effective, futuristic and sustainable transport solution by introducing Archer’s 
electric aircraft to India.”

“I founded Archer with the vision to help decongest the world’s largest cities. India is one of, if 
not the largest opportunity for eVTOL aircraft utilization in the world, as it is home to the world’s 
largest population of over 1.4 billion people and its largest cities face some of the greatest 
congestion challenges in the world,” commented Archer’s CEO and Founder, Adam Goldstein, 
“Archer’s all-electric Midnight aircraft is designed to provide a revolutionary transportation 
solution that can help address these congestion issues.”

Nikhil Goel, Chief Commercial Officer of Archer Aviation, added: “At Archer, our goal is to 
make cities greener, smarter, more efficient places to live. We couldn’t be more excited to be 
partnering with Rahul and the InterGlobe team to bring our Midnight aircraft to Indian cities 
and fundamentally transform mobility across the country, with the goal of starting with Delhi, 
Mumbai, and Bengaluru.”

Gulfstream Completes World’s First Trans-
Atlantic Flight on 100% Sustainable Aviation 

Fuel

Gulfstream Aerospace Corp.announced the successful completion 
of the world’s first trans-Atlantic flight using 100% sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF). Accomplished on November 19, the flight took 
place on a Gulfstream G600 aircraft, which departed the company’s 
headquarters in  Savannah  and landed 6 hours, 56 minutes later 
at Farnborough Airport in England.  Powered by Pratt & Whitney 
PW815GA engines, both using 100% SAF, this mission showcases 
the potential for aviation›s future use of renewable fuels, which 
feature lower carbon, sulfur and aromatics. The data collected from 
this endurance flight will help Gulfstream and its key suppliers 
gauge aircraft compatibility with future low-aromatic renewable 
fuels, particularly under cold temperatures for extended flight 
durations. 

“Gulfstream is innovating for a sustainable future,” said Mark 
Burns, president, Gulfstream. “One of the keys to reaching business 
aviation’s long-term decarbonization goals is the broad use of 
SAF in place of fossil-based jet fuel. The completion of this world-
class flight helps to advance business aviation’s overarching 
sustainability mission and create positive environmental impacts 
for future generations.”

The SAF used on the flight was produced by World Energy 
and delivered by World Fuel Services. It was comprised of 100% 
Hydroprocessed Esters and Fatty Acids (neat HEFA), which has 
at least 70% lower lifecycle CO2  emissions than fossil-based jet 
fuel, helping to reduce aviation›s impact on climate. Additionally, 
this zero added aromatics fuel has a reduced impact on local 
air quality and very low sulfur content, which can reduce non-
CO2 environmental impacts.

“Gulfstream continues to break new ground in the sustainable 
aviation space, and we applaud them for completing this mission 
as we work to validate the compatibility of our engines with 
unblended SAF,” said  Anthony Rossi, vice president, Sales & 
Marketing, Pratt & Whitney Canada.

Other key partners supporting this milestone include Honeywell, 
Safran and Eaton.

“We’d like to thank all our partners for their help in making 
this milestone flight happen, and for their ongoing partnership in 
collaborating with the extended SAF community to champion the 
aviation industry’s path to 100% SAF usage,” said Burns.
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Beginning with new aircraft deliveries in 2024, Pilatus 
has extended the payload-range capability of its Super 
Versatile Jet to achieve a maximum range with six 
passengers of 2,000 nautical miles (3,704 kilometers). 
Pilatus also incorporated an array of new interior 
amenities, including a large side-facing divan which 
can be converted into a bed

The new PC-24 features a 600 pound (272 kg) 
increase in full fuel payload and maximum payload 
capacity. This enables operators to increase the PC-
24’s maximum range by 200 nm (370 km) with six 
passengers on board. The PC-24 now offers a full fuel 
payload of a single pilot plus 1,315 pounds (596 kg), and 
features a class-leading maximum payload capacity of 
3,100 pounds (1,406 kg).

Bruno Cervia, Vice President of Engineering 
for Pilatus, explained: “The payload increase was 
achieved by refining both wing and fuselage structural 
elements to reduce the airframe empty weight while 
simultaneously increasing the maximum gross take-
off weight limit. It’s simply Swiss engineering at its 
best”. 

Pilatus engineers conducted an extensive flight 
test campaign to expand the entire envelope for the 
higher design weights. At the PC-24’s maximum take-
off weight, balanced field length at sea level is only 
3,090 feet (941 meters), allowing the use of very short 
and even unpaved runways.

Divan and Inflight Entertainment System
Already offering the largest cabin volume in its 

class, the interior of the new PC-24 has also been given 
a number of enhancements to improve the overall 
passenger flight experience. Ambient sound levels 
have been reduced through optimization of passenger 
service unit ducting, noise absorbing panels, and tuned 
engine accessory air intake ducts. Cabinetry, storage 
areas, and the Welcome Center have all been refined to 
optimize the vast amount of space in the PC-24’s cabin.

Pilatus partnered with Lufthansa Technik to 
incorporate a new integrated Cabin Management 
System (iCMS) featuring a 10” touch screen controller 
with 3D moving map, four high fidelity cabin speakers 
with a sub-woofer option, mood lighting, USB ports, and 
a media storage server. Finally, in a first for this class 
of business aircraft, Pilatus is offering the option of a 
large side-facing divan that is 6 feet 6 inches (1.98 m) in 

length, and can be converted into a bed in flight.  
Predictive Maintenance   : All PC-24s from serial 
number 501 onwards will be equipped with a new 
feature to enable predictive services. The automated 
data transmission of key aircraft data directly to 
Pilatus upon landing will be analyzed and, if necessary, 
a predictive recommendation is made to the operator.

CEO Markus Bucher said: “More range, greater 
payload, enhanced comfort and increased operability 
were the primary focus of this major PC-24 
improvement program. The PC-24 upgrade includes 
over 1,000 modifications throughout the aircraft. Yet 
again, we went all the way to the limits of what is 
possible, making maximum use of our engineering 
capabilities to deliver the best PC-24 ever. With this 
major upgrade, there is simply no other business jet on 
the market capable of consistently performing like our 
Super Versatile Jet”.

Textron Aviation announced that it has delivered the 
100th flagship Cessna Citation Longitude business 
jet to a longtime Citation customer. Textron Aviation 
employees celebrated this significant milestone with 
a special celebration at the company’s headquarters 
in Wichita.

“The Citation Longitude’s performance, efficiency 
and unrivaled cabin experience have already made 
it a legendary aircraft in its segment,” said Lannie 
O’Bannion, senior vice president of Global Sales and 
Flight Operations. “We’re proud of this significant 
delivery milestone and of our talented team who 
continues to design and deliver the best aviation 
experience for our customers.”

The Citation Longitude is equally designed around 
the pilot experience, passenger comfort and overall 
performance, delivering an aircraft that lives up to 

its designation as the flagship of the Citation family 
of business jets. No other super-midsize business jet 

offers more range, greater payload or higher cruise 
speed at a lower direct operating cost.

The New PC-24 Is Here

Cessna Citation Longitude Reaches 100th Delivery
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TEXTRON AVIATION UNVEILS THE 
CESSNA CITATION CJ3 GEN2

Textron Aviation announced the newest Cessna Citation business jet in the company’s legendary 
lineup — the Cessna Citation CJ3 Gen2. Unveiled on the eve of National Business Aviation 
Association - Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (NBAA-BACE) in Las Vegas, the Citation CJ3 
Gen2 raises the bar in the light jet market as the company’s most comprehensive Gen2 product 
announcement to date. Attendees will enjoy access to a new Citation CJ3 Gen2 mock up debuting 
during the show at the company’s static display at Henderson Executive Airport. Currently under 
development, the aircraft is expected to enter into service in 2025.

“The Cessna Citation CJ3 Gen2 is our most comprehensive Gen2 product announcement yet, 
offering customer’s proven performance, leading edge technology and an unmatched cabin 
experience,” said Ron Draper, President and CEO, Textron Aviation. “As a pilot of the CJ3 series, I 
appreciate the aircraft’s excellent range, payload and efficiency, along with new productivity and 
comfort features. This announcement is a testament to our vision to be the leader in aviation, 
inspiring the journey of flight.”

Enhancements begin in the cockpit
The Citation CJ3 Gen2 was designed with input from a Textron Aviation Customer Advisory 

Board, made up of owners, pilots and mechanics who know what makes the ultimate aircraft 
experience. This feedback was key in every detailed enhancement in the aircraft, from cockpit 
to cabin.

“The Cessna Citation CJ3 Gen2 was designed to feel as good to the pilot as it does to the 
passenger,” said Lannie O’Bannion, senior vice president, Global Sales and Flight Operations. “The 
aircraft is built upon two decades of success in the market and is the latest example of Textron 
Aviation’s commitment to constantly innovate and bring the best products and experiences to 
our customers.”

MONTE signs Zero Emissions Partnership 
with India-based amphibious operator 

MEHAIR 

MONTE is delighted to announce that it has signed an agreement 
with MEHAIR, an Indian seaplane operator, to explore the conversion 
of MEHAIR’s fleet to zero emission propulsion technologies. MONTE 
will work with MEHAIR to identify the most suitable zero emission 
propulsion technology for their operations and will then offer 
financing for the conversion of their fleet once this technology is 
approved and certified. 

MEHAIR is launching inter-island air services between the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands on routes awarded by the Government 
of India under the UDAN program. MEHAIR have been operating a 
growing fleet of Cessna 208B Grand Caravan seaplanes which they 
will look to retrofit in the coming years. Additionally, MEHAIR have 
ordered up to 50 PHA-ZE 100 Jekta all electric amphibious aircraft, 
reinforcing their commitment to the long term decarbonisation of 
air travel in India. With another 25 land routes planned, MEHAIR is 
seeking to usher in a new chapter of sustainable aviation in India. 

Rishi Majithia, Head of Growth at MONTE “We are delighted to 
partner with MEHAIR who are strongly aligned with our commitment 
to carbon neutrality in the regional aviation market. This is an 
exciting chapter in the growing Indian aviation sector, and we look 
forward to supporting MEHAIR lead the way in decarbonisation. We 
are thrilled to be working with the team at MEHAIR as we continue 
on our journey towards zero emission regional aviation.”

Siddharth Verma, CEO of MEHAIR  “Sustainability is the way 
forward and carbon neutrality is the key. As a responsible partner 
to the Indian Government’s unfolding Regional Connectivity 
Scheme which is aimed at connecting every nook and corner of the 
country, it becomes imperative to align yourself on the right side 
of history. As India’s pioneering seaplane operator, we take this 
responsibility very seriously and wish to be the Indian flag bearers 
of this emerging technology to bring synergy between connectivity 
and sustainability.”
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Textron Aviation, an industry leader in bringing new 
aircraft and product updates to market, announced 
that its renowned Cessna Citation M2 Gen2 will include 
Garmin Autothrottles beginning in mid-2025, reducing 
pilot workload and improving the flying experience.

Garmin Autothrottles further enhances the Citation 
M2 Gen2’s capabilities by optimizing engine power, 
simplifying flight management and increasing overall 
operating efficiency. With this advanced technology, 
pilots can expect to experience smoother and more 
predictable flight profiles, providing them with even 
greater control and precision while flying.

“Adding Garmin Autothrottles into the Citation 
M2 Gen2 exemplifies Textron Aviation’s ongoing 
commitment to product investment across our entire 
product lineup,” said Lannie O’Bannion, senior vice 
president, Sales & Flight Operations. “With its intelligent 
automation and streamlined operation, the integration 
of autothrottles in the aircraft provides pilots added 
precision and efficiency.”

Fully integrated with the Citation M2 Gen2’s 
Garmin G3000® avionics system, Garmin Autothrottles 
streamlines operations from takeoff to landing by 
managing aircraft speed, engine performance and 
power to allow the aircraft to climb, descend or 
maintain altitude. It automatically manages engine 
thrust, optimizing airspeed and fuel efficiency, and 

adjusts engine power based on factors like altitude, 
airspeed, and aircraft weight. By maintaining precise 
control over these parameters, it ensures a smoother 
and more comfortable flying experience for passengers. 

Additionally, Garmin Autothrottles includes features to 
prevent exceedance conditions and provides alerts to 
pilots if any deviations occur, enhancing overall peace 
of mind.

Gulfstream Aerospace Corp. announced the clean-
sheet, next-generation Gulfstream G500 has been 
certified for steep-approach operations by the U.S 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), giving the 
aircraft access to some of the world’s most challenging 
airports. 

The G500 proved its low-speed handling and 
short-field capabilities in 2021 with landings at 
airports including London City Airport in England, 
which has a short runway and strict noise abatement 
requirements, and Lugano Airport in Switzerland, 
which is situated in the mouth of a valley and requires 
an extremely steep approach.

“Our customers already benefit from the 
revolutionary performance and efficiency of the 
G500,” said Mark Burns, president, Gulfstream. “We 
are now pleased to deliver steep-approach capability 

as well, providing additional flexibility by unlocking 
access to even more destinations around the world.”

With optimized speed, wide-cabin comfort and 
efficiency, the G500 offers best-in-class performance 
along with advanced safety features including the 
award-winning Gulfstream Symmetry Flight Deck. The 
G500 also features the Gulfstream Cabin Experience 
with 100% fresh, never recirculated air, the lowest 
cabin altitude in its class, whisper-quiet sound levels 
and abundant natural light from 14 Gulfstream 
Panoramic Oval Windows. The aircraft seats up to 
19 and sleeps up to eight and can fly 5,300 nautical 
miles/9,816 kilometers at Mach 0.85 or 4,500 nm/8,334 
km at Mach 0.90. It has a maximum operating speed of 
Mach 0.925. 

The G500 holds nearly 60 city-pair speed records 
and more than 110 are in service around the world.

Textron Aviation adds cutting-edge Garmin 
Autothrottle system to the Cessna Citation M2 Gen2

Gulfstream G500 gains FAA steep-approach certification
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Daher has delivered its 500th TBM 900 series aircraft, 
underscoring the continued global market demand for 
this best-selling family in the efficient TBM turboprop-
powered product line.

“The latest TBM programme achievement 
underscores the success of Daher’s constant 
enhancement policy in maintaining the 
competitiveness of our aircraft portfolio, with 
an emphasis on listening to the customer and a 
commitment to enhancing operational efficiency 
and sustainability,” says Nicolas Chabbert, senior vice 
president of the aircraft division.

With more than 100 TBM 960s on order, exceeding 
two years of production, Daher sees a sustained 
interest in the aircraft from professional operators 
and private owners, especially with the introduction 
of enhanced safety features, improved efficiency and 
upgraded cabin comfort.

The 500 deliveries to date for TBM 900 series 
aircraft surpass the totals of both previous generation 
TBM aircraft types: 324 aircraft were produced in the 
TBM 700 configuration, while 338 TBM 850s were 
manufactured. The TBM 850 was the initial version 
that rolled out under Daher management of the TBM 
product line.

Daher’s introduction of the first TBM 900 series 
aircraft was in 2014 with a configuration featuring 
aerodynamic improvements such as new engine 
cowlings, the addition of winglets and the integration 
of Hartzell’s five-blade scimitar propeller. In 2016, the 
TBM 900 series was augmented by the higher-end 
TBM 930 version, equipped with Garmin’s touchscreen 
G3000 integrated flight deck. This variant incorporated 
the initial elements of the TBM’s e-copilot functionality, 
which lowers pilot workload and provides better 
situational awareness.

Daher further evolved the series in 2018 with its 
TBM 910, featuring Garmin’s G1000 NXi avionics. The 
TBM 910 continues to be available from Daher on 
customer request. In 2019, the TBM 930 was succeeded 
by the TBM 940 with autothrottle. In 2020, it became 
one of the first aircraft equipped with the HomeSafe 
emergency autoland system.

Daher’s latest high-end version is the TBM 960, 
unveiled by the company in 2022 and integrating 
the new PT6E-66XT turboprop engine, which was 
purpose-built by Pratt & Whitney Canada for this 
aircraft, as well as Hartzell Propeller’s five-blade 

composite propeller with the Raptor lightweight 
hub. Both the engine and propeller system are linked 
to the TBM 960’s dual-channel digital Engine and 
Propeller Electronic Control System. This optimises 
powerplant performance, while reducing pilot 
workload by integrating all functions and protecting 

the engine’s life.The Prestige cabin features an all-
new environmental control system, LED ambience 
strip lighting integrated into both sides of the 
overhead ceiling panel, and electronically-dimmable 
windows, all controlled by a passenger comfort 
display.

DAHER MARKS AN AVIATION MILESTONE WITH ITS 
DELIVERY OF THE 500THTBM 900-SERIES 
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